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O u r  M i s s i o n . . .  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  w o r l d w i d e  w h o  o w n ,  u s e ,
v a l u e  a n d  s h a r e  t h e  B i b l e  w i t h  o t h e r s  b y  t r a n s l a t i n g ,  p u b l i s h i n g ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g

a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  B i b l e .

They came from as far as 50 kms away, some arriving early at Bible House  in
Yaounde to take part in Bible Society’s first Esther Project training camp.  Young
women who would spend the weekend together living in community learning about
the Bible and learning new skills.

Who are they?  They are teenage mothers and prostitutes whom Bible Society is
reaching out to through the Esther Project.  In Cameroon around 40 percent of girls
aged between nine and 18 become prostitutes and 37 percent of them abandon their
studies to raise their child.  These shocking statistics have prompted Bible Society
to form the Esther network in which older Christian women form a network to pray
for and mentor teenage mothers.

Over the course of the weekend, which was based on the theme of ‘An Amazing
Encounter’ drawn from the story of the Samaritan woman, the girls listened to talks
on subjects such as ‘How to Serve God as a Single Woman’ and ‘Inner Healing’.
They also learnt practical skills such as how to set up a simple business venture.

In May this year the Bible Society of Ghana launched the ‘One Million Bibles’
project.  By July they had already distributed nearly a quarter of a million Bibles
and to celebrate the event they visited a Junior High School in the village of
Mayera.  The event was attended by guests including the local chief, the Chairman
of the National Council of the Bible Society, Joyce Aryee, and district Education
Officers.

A form two pupil, Hilda Owusa Nyarko, was chosen to be the recipient of the
250,000th copy of the Ghana Jubilee Edition of the Good News Bible, and she
promised to read her Bible daily and to use it to witness to her friends.  Mrs Aryee
remembered past pupils who had received Bibles and experienced transformation
and urged the present pupils to “think about what you read and ask God to help
you obey it.”

Her Majesty, the Indlovukazi (Queen Mother) of Swaziland
thanked Bible Society representatives from Denmark, Kenya
and Swaziland in her palace recently for the work that Bible
Society has done in her country to combat the spread of
HIV/AIDS through the Good Samaritan programme.

The programme has been running in Swaziland for two years
and has already had a significant impact on attitudes in the
church in particular, but there is still much work to be done as
a fifth of Swaziland’s population of 1.1 million is living with
the virus.

Note:  In recent months Bible Society supporters in New Zealand
offered gifts for the Good Samaritan programme in Africa.
Nairobi-based UBS HIV/AIDS coordinator, Konstanse Raen,
and Armelle Mekui, HIV/AIDS coordinator for Gabon, have
sent their sincere thanks for the funds raised, which will be
distributed via Bible Society’s HIV/AIDS support desk in Nairobi
to some of the 28 countries now involved in the project, including
Gabon and Swaziland.

There was a five percent growth in the number of Bibles and Scriptures distributed
around the world in 2007. This maintains a consistent upward trend from the
previous year.

Nearly 27 million full Bibles were distributed in 2007 and when these are added
to Testaments, individual books of the Bible, and specially designed and targetted
Scriptures (to children, for example) the total reached more than 391 million.

The greatest growth in Scripture distribution was in the southern hemisphere
countries which equates to the rapid growth of the church there.

More than two out of three New Zealanders own a Bible yet less than a quarter of them pick it
up and read it at least once a month.

This is according to extensive research undertaken by The Bible Society in New Zealand.

It also shows that 7 percent of Bible owners read the Bible daily while 9 percent read it weekly.
Among the 46 percent of New Zealanders who describe themselves as Christian, only 11 percent
read the Bible daily and 13 percent read it weekly.

And the Bible is not a great influence on the lives of Christians. While 47 percent of Christians
said the Bible does influence their lives, 39 percent said it only sometimes influences their lives.
60 percent of Christians rarely or never discuss the Bible’s teachings with others.

The research confirms the trend towards Bible disengagement happening in New Zealand and many other western nations.

“It’s a serious crisis within the church in New Zealand,” said Bible Society CEO Mark Brown.

“If Christians continue to move away from engaging with the Bible, what will the future of the church in this country look
like?” he asked.

As part of a deliberate strategy to address this crisis, Mr Brown has recently appointed Stephen Opie (pictured) to the role
of Bible Engagement Advocate at Bible Society. His task is to explore and implement creative ways to help the post-modern
generation turn back to their Bibles.
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The Bible – NZ’s Unread Bestseller

Sphiwe Ngwenya (left), Executive Secretary of the Bible Society
in Swaziland, presents Her Majesty the Indlovukazi of Swaziland
with some materials from the Good Samaritan programme.

Swaziland’s Queen Mother Thanks Bible Societies

A Quarter of a Million Bibles in Ghana

Hilda Owusa Nyarko (centre) with Joyce Aryee,
Chairman of the National Council of the Bible
Society of Ghana, (left) and the Rev Kofi
Owusu, the Society’s General Secretary (right).

Teenage Mothers Learn from the Bible

Five Percent More Bibles Worldwide

A smiling Mimi Annie Youkam, a participant
at the Esther Project training camp, accepts
a Bible from Luc Gnowa, General Secretary
of the Bible Society of Cameroon.

“As a missionary organisation we have
to intervene.  If we do nothing we

become accomplices.”

At the inauguration ceremony General Secretary of the Bible Society, Mr Luc
Gnowa, presented each girl with a Parole de Vie (Basic French) Bible as their
first gift and tool, and later in the evening the girls met the volunteers from
the Esther network. By the end of the camp, many of the girls had either
discovered the Word of God for the first time or had deepened their knowledge
of the Bible.

“I realise now that I shouldn’t have such a low opinion of myself,” said Aude

The excitement generated by children’s Scriptures is obvious in the faces of these young
Brazilian school children.

As a father of young children I have to say that news of children suffering really strikes home.
It is tempting to flick the channel or skim read such subjects.  But the brutal reality is that
many children are suffering each day around the world.

In this edition of Word at Word we highlight some of the excellent and tangible ways the Bible
Society is doing our part to address the plight of suffering children around the world.

I encourage you to read the stories carefully and also to respond generously to support our
programmes so that together we can offer real and significant support for suffering children.

Yours in Christ

Mark Brown
Chief Executive

From the CEO

The Last Word
Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs

to such as these.   Luke 18.16

Every day tens of thousands of children are born into a life of poverty, exploitation and suffering.  Many children will live for only
a few short years and will never know anything except pain and affliction in their short time on earth.  Those who do survive will
face a future of relentless and grinding poverty.

This is the grim and often cruel reality for millions of children around the world today.

That’s why a major part of Bible Society’s worldwide mission is to children, children such as this child labourer from Nicaragua
(pictured above), who, even though he carries a burden, has found the one true thing that really matters and gives him hope in this
life and in the next – the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Around the world Bible Societies reach out to marginalised children such as child labourers, orphans and child prostitutes.

What greater gift can we give them than the knowledge that there is something far
greater and better awaiting them beyond the misery of this sad life?

In this issue you will read just a few examples of projects where Bible Society is bringing
the love of God into the life of a child by providing Bibles.  By making a gift of just
$15 you will enable one child to receive a children’s Bible and its life giving message.

Thank you for your prayers and your support and God bless you!

“Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened...”

– and that means children, too!

Please give prayerful consideration to offering a gift for
children’s Bibles.

Please send your gift to: Bible Society, Private Bag 27901, Marion
Square, Wellington 6141 or give through our secure website:

www.biblesociety.org.nz
Thank you and God bless you!

Michele.  Now I know that others need me, and that with God’s help I can help them in my own way.”

This year Bible Societies in
developing countries have more
than 550 projects to provide
underprivileged children with Bibles.



WILL YOU PLEASE HELP
US IN OUR MISSION?

We would greatly value your support of
Bible Society mission.

We would value your prayers for our mission.

And we would appreciate your gift towards providing
children’s Bibles for underprivileged children around the
world.

Will you help? If ‘YES!’ please fill in the following:

Here’s my/our gift of $__________ which comes with
my/our prayers for God’s blessing on those children who
will receive a children’s Bible for the first time as a result.

Please make your cheque payable to:  Bible Society.

Or, give by Credit Card:                                     (000217)

MasterCard      Visa       Amex 

   
Cardholder ........................................................................

Expiry date .......................................................................

Signature ..........................................................................

Phone (.............) ...............................................................

To enable us to send a receipt for your gift, please write
your name and address below:

Name ................................................................................

Address .............................................................................

...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................

Postcode ...........................................................................

When you have filled in this form, please detach this
panel from the rest of The Word at Work, (include your
cheque if giving by this method) and fold and seal it so
the address is showing on the outside, and post it. It’s that
simple.

Thank you, and God bless you!

To mark International Children’s Day this year Bible Society in
Nicaragua distributed 18,000 children’s Bibles to child labourers
and beggars.  The distribution is part of a three year project aimed
at helping the 30 percent of  Nicaragua’s 1.7 million children
aged between 5 and 17 who survive by begging or working as
child labourers.

Bible Society will distribute 54,000 children’s Bibles and 45,000
New Testaments especially designed for children who work, but
who still attend either school or church.  As well, 277,800 Gospels
will be distributed to children on the streets, in parks and markets.

Bible Society has also been asked by the Ministry of Education
to run a pilot programme called the ‘Scriptures for Young
Alcoholics Programme’ in public schools whose students are
considered to be at risk of drug and alcohol abuse or prostitution.

The students attend classes in religious education run by local
churches and Bible Society, and learn the benefits of a Biblical
lifestyle.

Bible Society in Jamaica launched the ‘Save the Children’ project recently to bring children’s Bibles to 10,000 children living
in violent, inner-city communities.

Jordan
Bible Society in Jordan holds book fairs in schools, churches and summer camps
to distribute children’s Bibles, New Testaments and Gospels.  Increasingly many
of these Scriptures are in Arabic, the official language of Jordan, to allow as
many children and young people as possible to interact with the Word of God.

There are 33,000 orphans in Belarus and their numbers grow by
5,000 every year.  Many of these children are social orphans
whose parents are alcoholics who are unable to care for them
and, sadly, many of the children are born with disabilities.  As
well, many children in Belarus continue to be born with serious
health defects due to the ongoing effects of the Chernobyl disaster
in 1986.

This year Bible Society will supply orphanages and children’s
homes with Scripture materials to help instill Christian values
into these young hearts and to allow each child to come to know
the love of Jesus Christ.

Bible Society will supply each institution with a set of Bible
literature suitable for all age groups.  In the project Bible Society
will partner with the Orthodox Church, whose members regularly
visit the children’s homes.

The number of sexually abused children in Zimbabwe has increased
in recent years.  Many of these children are deeply traumatised and
urgently require social, psychological and spiritual healing.

In a life-changing project called “Let the Children Speak” Bible Society
seeks to bring God’s Word to such children and to teach them that
Jesus loves them, regardless of what has happened to them.

The project was launched recently at a workshop organized by Bible
Society and attended by more than 30 Christian and children’s
organizations, as well as child participants.  A key feature of the project
is that children are involved in charting strategies that affect them.

A number of challenges emerged from the workshop including the
need to develop appropriate Scripture based materials, the need to train
counselors and to tackle the issue of the stigmatisation of abused
children.   

General Secretary of Bible Society, Edward Mutema, described the
conference as “the beginning of a new era of child advocacy activities
in Zimbabwe”.

In the South Pacific, Bible Society is producing and
distributing 15,000 children’s Bibles for children aged
between five and twelve in a number of languages including
Tuvalu, Kiribati and Samoan.

They also intend to make Christian radio programmes
available for children living in Fiji, Tonga, Vanuatu and
Samoa.

Through this project they hope to not only significantly
improve the children’s Biblical knowledge, but to also
improve their literacy skills, an area in which many Pacific
Island children are underachieving at school.

In a recent issue of Word at Work we featured persecuted Christians
in Orissa, India who have suffered deaths and loss of property.
Now Bible Society has received an urgent request for prayer
from the General Secretary of the Bible Society of India, 
Dr B K Pramanik, as the situation in Orissa worsens.

He writes, “The persecution is now ten times worse than the
events of last December.  Many Christians have lost their lives;
they have been hounded out of their homes and many houses,
churches and prayer houses have been set on fire.  The entire

Bibles in Many Languages

Prayer Request

Let the Children Speak

Bringing Hope to Young Hearts

Helping the Young

Save the Children

Bibles for the Middle East

Memorial Gifts
The Bible Society has learned with sorrow
of the passing of the following friends.
Gifts towards the work of the Bible cause
have been made in their memory.
Their work of love goes on . . .

Mrs Yvonne Brown, Welcome Bay, Tauranga
Mrs Muriel May Clark, Whakatane
Mr Robert Crafts, Palmerston North
Mrs Thelma Crossan, Papamoa
Mr Gene Holland, Waikanae
Mrs Sue Jones, Gisborne
Mr Alan Kilpatrick, Gisborne
Mrs King, Hamilton
Mrs R Mackenzie, North Shore
Eisa McDonald, Kerikeri
Mrs Elsie Hastings Matheson, Auckland
Miss V Mitchell, Wellington
Mr Max Mussbaumer, Christchurch
Mrs Shirley Peace, Hamilton
Mr Winnifred Amy Ritchie,Warkworth
Mrs Pat Rogers, Gisborne

Jamileth Del Socoro Vega from Bible Society presents a Scripture
entitled ‘Wisdom for Life’ to a student in a school in Managua.

A young boy is handed a Scripture by a Bible Society visitor.

The launch of the project was held in the grounds of a church in Trench
Town (a volatile inner city community), and was attended by more than
18 different groups including representatives of government and children’s
organisations, clergy and the police.  The guest speaker heralded the
project as the beginning of a ‘new day’ which would see inner city
communities transformed.

It is Bible Society’s prayer that not only will children’s lives be transformed,
but also their families as the children read the Scriptures aloud at home.

Children’s Bibles

The smile on the face of this
eight-year old Jordanian girl,
Juliana, shows her delight at

having her own children’s Bible
in Arabic.

By providing appropriate Scriptures to abused children
Bible Society will restore their confidence and self-esteem.

Children enthusiastically read Learning about Jesus, a
book given to them as part of a KidsGames event held in

Suva, Fiji.  The day was a joint project between Bible
Society and local churches.

Dr B K Pramanik, General
Secretary of the Bible Society
of India.

There’s a Bible Society Representative near you!
Our representatives are there to serve you, your home group, your church.
You can contact them as follows:
Northland – Wayne Johns .....................................................................(09) 4355473
Auckland – Michael Mardon ................................................................(09) 8181025
Waikato/Bay of Plenty – Mark Sims .....................................................(07) 8889990
Central North Island – Merv Rive .........................................................(06) 3627716
Wellington – Richard Nicoll .................................................................(04) 2327950
North South Island – Jim Wescombe ....................................................(03) 3137754
Otago/Southland – Stephen White ........................................................(03) 4878177
or phone Bible House at 0800 42 42 53

The Bible Society in New Zealand
Mailing address: Private Bag 27901, Marion Square, Wellington 6141,
Free Phone: 0800 4 BIBLE (42 42 53), Fax: 04 385 4624
E-mail: bibles@biblesociety.org.nz, Web: www.biblesociety.org.nz
Bookshop at 144 Tory St, Wellington
Chief Executive: Mark Brown

Israel
The number of Messianic/Christian children in Israel has grown significantly
in recent years.  Bible Society aims to make available 6,500 children’s Bibles
such as My First Handy Bible and 101 Favourite Stories from the Bible for
both Christian and non-Christian children.

state of Orissa, with 30 districts,
is now affected.  There is a long
list of atrocities and attacks on
the Christian community.”

Please pray urgently for our
brothers and sisters in Christ in
Orissa for an end to this
persecution against them.

Anatoly Greben, Bible Society of Belarus,
checks out Scriptures with three of the

residents from a children’s home.

Azerbaijan is home to many children with disabilities, many of whom live
on the streets.  As well, children from poverty-stricken families are often
sent out onto the streets to earn money and they frequently fall prey to the
dangers of drugs or prostitution.

Working in partnership with churches and other Christian organisations,
Bible Society is distributing 35,000 New Testaments and Gospels to
Azerbaijan’s street children.  The project will run for five years and will
include the distribution of Portions such as the Gospel of John, the book of
Acts for children and the story of Ruth.

Street Children Receive Bibles

Gunesh, aged 15, with her book of John’s Gospel.


