Let the mystery unfold
of the greatest story
ever told

Written by

Dai Woolridge
Illustrated by

Emma Skerratt

Nga Ringa Hapai i te Paipera Tapu ki Aotearoa

We hope you enjoy this
seriously surprising story.

e
funded through th
This book has been
.
Society supporters
generosity of Bible

We’re off to Emmaus...

First published by British and Foreign Bible Society 2018
© Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon, SN5 7DG, United Kingdom.
This edition published by Bible Society New Zealand
© Bible Society in New Zealand Inc. Private Bag 27901, Marion Square, Wellington 6141, New Zealand.
Web: www.biblesociety.org.nz
Email: bibles@biblesociety.org.nz
Phone: 0800 424 253
2

Lots of strange things have been happening in Jerusalem recently,
so as two people set off on a journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus,
they have a lot to talk and wonder about…
Find out what happens next, as they get the biggest surprise of all!
You can watch an animated version of this story on our website:
biblesociety.org.nz/surprisingstory
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Two people
walking and chatting
thinking, head scratching
about something

BIG that’s

just been happening.
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But on the road to Emmaus,
from Jerusalem way
two become three as another says

not

heard about
‘You’ve
what’s been happening?

‘Hey!’

All of Jerusalem have
been head scratching!’
‘What have I missed?’
asks the man.
‘I’d love to know –
please tell if you can?’

‘Hey!’ says he,
‘You’ve been thinking
and head scratching!
Has something BIG
just been happening?’
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‘It’s about a man called Jesus
and we thought he was coming
to rescue God’s people
and send the Romans off running!
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‘He told great stories
and healed the sick

He knew people by name
and what made them tick.’
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LUKE 5:17-26

He did and he said,
loads of cool stuff.
He came from a place up
north, called Nazareth.’
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‘Remember that
wedding?
He turned water
to wine!

:

‘He said “Shush” to
the storm, and the
storm was hushed.

Brought his friend
back to life, and his
friend felt just fine!’
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‘He was sharing
and caring,
just ask his
friend Pete!
He walked on
the water, with
only his feet!’

He did a miracle with
bread, and thousands
were stuffed!’

‘Besides all this, his
talk on a hill

was full of wise
teaching that people
quote - still!’
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‘And three days have passed,
though it feels more like 70,
‘cos now we’ve heard that
his tomb is empty!
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‘I can’t believe it! What a big loss!
A man so great, who hung on a cross,
and on that cross – that’s where he died!
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I feel so tied up in knots inside!’

That’s right, you heard me!
His body has gone!
But who’d take his body,
he never did wrong?’
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‘You’re confused’, said the man,
‘and seem out of the picture.
So let me show you what
it says in the Scripture!’
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t died for our sins… he was bur
ie d
Chris
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as written in the Scriptures.
1 Corinthians 15:3-4
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‘It was always the plan,
right from the start.
Because Jesus loved you,
with all of his heart.’
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And as they were chatting,
and still head scratching,
two of them stopped,
but the third kept on walking.

‘Hey! Don’t go!...Please?’
the two say,
‘The sun’s gone to bed,
so why don‘t you stay?’

‘Good point’ says the third,
‘Day has turned to night.
I’ll stop over with you two,
and let’s grab a bite.’
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And as they sit down to eat,
they close their eyes.
He thanks God for the grub,
then - what a surprise!
The two people stare,
and then rub their eyes...

...It’s Jesus, not gone –

BUT FULLY ALIVE!

And before they say ‘Seconds’?
there’s more bread going round!’
Jesus just vanishes.
He cannot be found!
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‘We must say we’ve seen Jesus,
so tie up your shoes!
Quick! To Jerusalem!
There’s no time to lose!’

The two are left thinking,
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and really head scratching!
They had just been with Jesus,
something big
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WAS happening!
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It’s the biggest story
that’s ever been told
about Jesus who’s risen,
it never gets old!
The two met with Jesus
in the most surprising way!
They shared the story,

and we still share it today...
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Jesus walked with two of his followers on the road to Emmaus.
It was only when he thanked God for the food that they
recognised him and realised that the person who had been put
to death was now alive.

We hope you enjoyed this story!
You can read for yourself all the stories that are
illustrated on the pages of this booklet, starting in
Genesis, and going all the way through the Old and
New Testaments. Luke’s gospel tells lots of stories about
Jesus, and in his other book, Acts, he tells us about
what happened next. That’s quite an exciting book too!

Jesus continues to walk with those who seek him, and he wants
to make himself known to everyone. You too, can understand
the way that the whole Bible teaches us about Jesus.

You can find the original story in the
Bible in Luke 24:13-35.

‘It’s been fun re-telling
this Bible story about
Jesus, the same Jesus
who is alive today! It also
reminds me that we can
find him throughout the
Bible, even in the bits
that were written before
he was born!’

Author Dai Woolridge
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The Bible can inspire us, challenge us, and give us some
answers to the difficult questions of life. It can change us,
for good.
‘It’s been so great to
illustrate this story,
which celebrates the
absolutely amazing
news that Jesus died,
rose again and is alive
today, all for us because
he loves us so much!’

Illustrator Emma Skerratt

That’s why we and our supporters work hard to make sure
everyone who wants a Bible can have one. We provide Bibles
all over the world, to refugees from the Middle East, to new
Christians in China and to the poorest Christians in Africa.
And we want children in New Zealand to know the
wonderful stories of the Bible too. That’s why we’ve made
this storybook.
To find out more about Bible Society, or the Bible,
and how you can get involved in what we do,
visit biblesociety.org.nz
Nga Ringa Hapai i te Paipera Tapu ki Aotearoa
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Follow in the footsteps of Jesus’ followers as
they travel from Jerusalem to Emmaus and get
talking to someone who gives them the biggest
surprise of all!
The story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is
brought to life by the words of Dai Woolridge and
the lovely drawings of Emma Skerratt.
Watch the animated version of this story at
biblesociety.org.nz/surprisingstory
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