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“The Bible is more precious than gold and to be trusted  
as the final Word on all things,” says Jonathan McKenzie. 
He’s the Co-chairperson of the Police Christian Support 
Network (PCSN), which was founded in 2006.  

Bibles for the  
New Zealand Police

Its aim is to nurture the faith of Christian 

members of the New Zealand Police Force 

(as many as 35%* of the 10,000 sworn Police 

Officers,) and to assist them with faith-based 
issues that arise in the course of their work. 

And there has never been a more important 

time to lean on the Bible than now, as 

together we tackle the many challenges 

arising from the Covid-19 pandemic!  

Yet, in the midst of all the chaos and 

uncertainty, I continue to be amazed at  

God’s timing.

A year ago, we began working with the 

PCSN on a special-edition Bible for the New 
Zealand Police.  It features special content 

such as a message from the Governor 

General, Dame Patsy Reddy, and the 

Constable’s Oath.

* Based on NZ Census 2018 Christian population figures.
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We sent that Bible to print in China only a few days 
before going into lockdown.

All going to plan, it should arrive in July. It will be a proud 

moment when we are able to thank the New Zealand Police 

by gifting them 7,500 copies, which we know will have a huge 

impact on staff and the people they come in contact with for 

years to come.

Right throughout the Covid-19 crisis, the Police have been 
working on the frontline in our communities preventing crime, 

maintaining order and keeping us safe.
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Testimonies

“Having a Bible that is unique to police will  
be like a homing beacon to invite police 
staff to open the pages to a Book that is 
personalised to them,” says Jonathan. 

It’s a job which is never the same from 

one day to the next, as challenging and 

potentially dangerous situations can quickly 

arise.  But, in the midst of this demanding 

and often risky work, who looks after the 

men and women of the New Zealand Police?

 “In our line of work, the written Word of 

God is always a comfort in times of need. I 

have found strength in the promises we find 
in scripture and have seen their impact in my 

own life and in situations that may otherwise 

have turned out differently. The Word of 

God remains the only solid foundation for 

everyday life and especially on the front line 

for Christ,” says Detective Shaun Cooper.

Inspector Stuart Nightingale, Acting 
Area Commander for Eastern Bay of 
Plenty, agrees. “The verse: ‘your word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path’ (Psalm 119:105) has consistently 
proven itself as being a faithful 
scripture time after time for me in  
the New Zealand Police.

“Over the past few years I purposed to  

read the full Bible, effectively cover to cover. 

I underestimated the benefit of doing this 
as it was often the case that a day’s reading 

provided direct support and guidance for 

a particular situation, which I was seeking 

answers for,” says Inspector Nightingale.

Constable Johnny Yule from Wairoa has been 

emboldened through his Christian faith and 

has demonstrated it to others by living out 

the command to ‘love thy neighbour’.   

“I was transformed by the renewing of 
my mind (Romans 12:2). 

“I got so hungry for the Word of God I was 

devouring it like a man possessed. It’s obvious 

to me now that God has called me into this 

job for a reason,” says Constable Yule.  

“I went from being a lukewarm, 
oftentimes mediocre Christian 
to a confident, unashamed, bold 
policeman, who goes into gang 
headquarters with the Gospel 
loving the so-called unlovable,”  

A constable chats to college 
students as part of a community 
focus.
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One day, Constable Yule had an off-duty 
encounter with a gang member, Sam.*  

The two were already well acquainted as 

they’d had a few run-ins and even a hostile 
confrontation after a gang shooting!  
But on this day Sam was walking past  

where Constable Yule lived, and the pair 

began talking.  

Upon learning that Sam didn’t have any 

furniture, Constable Yule gave Sam his own 

dining room table and chairs. The next day 

he dropped off venison sausages and steak 

at the gang pad. 

In the coming days many  
gang members voiced their 
amazement to Constable Yule  
at this act of ‘love thy neighbour’. 
“I know that you did that because 
you’re a Christian,” one gang 
member said. 
But it wasn’t long before armed police were 

back at the gang pad with police dogs to 

arrest a man. Such is the reality of policing!

Some police officers pray for clients 
they encounter on the job. Constable 
Benjamin Broughton is one of these.  
He first met Ricki, whose life was 
ensnared in crime, in the court cells. 
Ricki had previously contemplated 
taking his own life. Benjamin prayed  
for him and invited him to his church,  
an offer Ricki took up after he had 
served his prison sentence.  

*Name changed  

4



5

A simple karakia (prayer) by a police officer began Olivia’s journey (pictured above 
left and right) of healing and transformation.  

Constable Sanalio Kauhau is another who has 

seen the power of prayer while on the beat.  

“I used my faith, culture and 
values to help a traumatised 
woman. She was going through 
some really dark times and was 
contemplating death. She asked 
me to pray for her, and I did.  
The power of God was so evident 
that the woman felt his presence 
leading her to accept Jesus as 
her Lord and Saviour,”  
says Constable Kauhau.
Yet another who has been impacted through 

prayer is 24-year-old Olivia. In and out 
of foster care as a child, Olivia became 

entrenched in the drug scene at a young 

age after being influenced by a much older  
partner with gang connections. She was 

sexually abused by an elderly neighbour, 

which led to her becoming pregnant and 

giving birth to a son.

However, after a police officer said 
a simple karakia (prayer) of blessing 
over Olivia, her life changed 
forever. She is now drug-free and 
is attending church. Furthermore, 
she has been miraculously healed 
of haemophilia that she has 
had since birth, allergies and 
extensive women’s issues.

Today, Olivia is no longer on an invalid’s 

benefit. She is working full-time on a dairy 
farm and is looking forward to having her  

son returned to her full-time care.

And a woman was there who 
had been subject to bleeding for 
twelve years, but no one could 
heal her. She came up behind him 
and touched the edge of his cloak, 
and immediately her bleeding 
stopped. (Luke 8:43 – 44, NIV)      
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Across the nation, Christian Police Officers are working to bring the light of Jesus Christ into 
their encounters with people.  But what about the members of the Police who don’t yet know 

Him? 

“This Bible will help to break preconceptions around the Bible and to open the hearts of Police 

staff to the truths and life contained therein.  I see it as a powerful tool because it was made for 

them, represents them and speaks their language.  

“Many who would never open the Bible will open this one because they will recognise it as 

relating more personally to their world,” says Jonathan.  

“Having a Bible made for them will literally be a Godsend that they feel safe to open in their 

private place and in their time of need,” he adds.      

Mrs Supporter, throughout the Covid-19 pandemic the Police have been working on the frontline 
in our communities.  Every day, they encounter challenging situations and their burdens are 

many.

Will you say ‘thank you’ to a member of the New Zealand Police, by helping 
to fund the printing of these Bibles?

Every gift of $9.00 will help provide one Bible for a Police Officer.  Your gift would make so 
much difference in the lives of members of the New Zealand Police.

Thank you and God bless you.

Yours sincerely

 

Neels Janse van Rensburg 
CEO

P.S. Please help us to shine the light of Jesus Christ into the lives of the New Zealand 
Police by making a gift.

Bible House, 144 Tory Street, Private Bag 27 901, Marion Square, Wellington 6141 
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