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Introduction
 
People have lots of wrong ideas about the Bible – a bunch 
of out-dated rules and regulations, a lot of old history, 
collections of bizarre predictions, just to name a few.
 
What we think Scripture is, how it functions, can influence 
how we see it impacting our own lives.
 
Some people – very well-intentioned people, people who 
think Scripture is very important – look at Scripture as if it is 
a sort of manual or guidebook on how to get to heaven.  
 
Jesus spoke to people like that: 

“You search the Scriptures because you think they give you 
eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! Yet you refuse to 
come to me to receive this life.” John 5:39-40  (NLT)
 
In the Sermon notes that follow, we will explore a little of 
Jesus’ relationship to Scripture and what it might mean for 
us in our lives.  
 
 
 

 
 
How to use these Sermon Notes
Luke’s story of the life of Jesus shows how Jesus engaged 
with his own Scripture, which we call the Old Testament, 
in very specific ways. But it also helps us to link our own 
story into this and to claim the Scripture for ourselves.  The 
Sermon Notes that follow will help unpack some of these 
ways.   

You can use these notes as: 

• An entire sermon (it takes about 12 minutes).
• The core of a more developed message.
• A way to generate ideas for your own sermon.



Jesus understood 
Scripture as relevant 
to the trials of life
 
> READ LUKE 4:1-13 
 
Jesus faced temptation – 
temptation to use his power 
for self-gratification, to grasp 
authority, to short-cut his 
ministry by a spectacular 
display – by quoting Scripture.  

It looks a little as if he was 
producing proof-texts, 
but he wasn’t.  He quoted 
verses which were like the 
tip of icebergs – things which 
reflected the mind of God and 
the purpose of God, things 
which he lived out in his daily 
life.  

This is seen most clearly in 
the third temptation, where 
the Tempter tries to turn the 
tables by quoting Scripture 
verses. Only these were 
proof-texts – verses taken out 
of context, verses which had 
some superficial relationship 
to the life situation Jesus was 
facing, but which, taken by 
themselves, did not represent 
the mind and heart of God. 
And Jesus pushes back on 
that idea, again appealing to 
a deep principle of Scripture – 
don’t experiment with God.
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Jesus lived in 
the Story of the 
Scriptures – and 
lived out that story 
before people.

> READ LUKE 4:14-30

This time Jesus does 
something public.  He 
declares that he is living out 
the very Scriptures that his 
Jewish audience revere so 
highly.   
 
“The Scripture you’ve just 
heard has been fulfilled this 
very day!”  (v.21 NLT) 

What does it mean that 
the Scripture is fulfilled?  It 
doesn’t mean that the ancient 
prophet was thinking about a 
day long in the future when a 
Galilean would claim this.  It 
doesn’t refer to some divine 
game of Snap!   It does mean 
that the prophet, offering 
hope to the people of his own 
time, understood that God’s 
very nature (bringing the 
good news of freedom and 

healing), would be worked out 
through the life of his servant.  
Freedom from oppression 
and healing from disease 
were good news way back 
then, for people in a very 
physical captivity.  But Jesus’ 
staggering claim is that those 
verses, that “heart of God” 
message is most fully and 
uniquely lived out in the life 
of the Galilean carpenter they 
saw in front of them.
 
[ And if you want to consider 
Jesus’ understanding of his 
relationship to Scripture even 
more deeply, consider the 
fact that the quotation from 
Isaiah which he gave stops 
short of the line “and a day 
of vengeance for our God.”   
Jesus’ audience might have 
been quite happy to hear 
about God taking vengeance 
on the Roman oppressors.  
But for Jesus that is not 
part of the way in which he 
embodies God and his Word.  
His appropriation of Scripture 
is not thoughtless or wooden.  
He not only fulfils Scripture, 
he rewrites it – because all 
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along it was talking about him 
and the way he would live out 
the life of God in the middle 
of human society, and that 
included the love of enemies. ]
 
This living in the story of God 
and the world, living out the 
Scriptures (and so giving 
them their true meaning), 
characterised Jesus’ whole 
life – it wasn’t just a single 
statement at the beginning of 
his public life.  Let’s look now 
at the very end of his life on 
earth – after the resurrection

> READ LUKE 24:44-49

If you know the story you will 
remember that Jesus has 
spent time with two disciples 
on a long walk, explaining to 
them how even the terrible 
events of the past few days 
had been him living out the 
story of God and the world.  
 

“Then Jesus took them 
through the writings 
of Moses and all the 
prophets, explaining from 
all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.”  
(v.27 NLT) 

Now all his friends are 
gathered and he does this 
again for all of them. 

“When I was with you before, 
I told you that everything 
written about me in the law 
of Moses and the prophets 
and in the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” (v. 44 NLT) 

The character of the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth was nothing 
short of an embodiment of 
the presence of the God of 
Israel, bringing hope and love 
and healing and reconciliation.  
Jesus lived out that story in 
his everyday life.  
 



Jesus lived the Story 
beyond what anyone 
imagined

But here is the surprising 
thing – even his death and 
his resurrection are part of 
that story.  You find some 
suggestions (like in Isaiah 53) 
that when God comes in the 
person of his servant it would 
be at great personal cost.  
So, Jesus’ death, though not 
expected by most observers 
of the day, could be said to be 
a living out of Scripture.  
 
But his resurrection?  

That goes beyond the wildest 
dreams of the ancients.  You 
see, what it means for Jesus 
to “fulfil” the Scriptures is 
that that he goes beyond 
everything that was expected, 

he breaks the old Story wide 
open.  All the long-revered 
texts pointed to Jesus 
(whether they knew it or not) 
but they didn’t see past it to 
the future.  Once again, like in 
the synagogue at Nazareth, 
there is nothing wooden or 
literal about Jesus’ fulfilment 
– it is beyond the bounds of 
hope!
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Our lives are to 
continue that  
same Story

But wait, there’s more!  
 
More surprising ways in 
which the Scriptures are to be 
fulfilled.  Ways that involve us.  
Because Jesus’ explanation 
of how the Scriptures were to 
find their intended target did 
not end with his resurrection.  
 
It was also written that this 
message would be proclaimed 
in the authority of his name to 
all the nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem: 
 
‘There is forgiveness of sins 
for all who repent.’  You are 
witnesses of all these things. 

“And now I will send the 
Holy Spirit, just as my Father 
promised. But stay here in the 
city until the Holy Spirit comes 
and fills you with power from 
heaven.”  (vv. 47-49 NLT)

Here is where the early 
church, and by extension we 
today, fit into the Story that 
Jesus was living out.  Sharing 
the good news of forgiveness, 
in the power of the Spirit, is 
equally, and surprisingly, part 
of that same ancient Story.  It 
was written!
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So What?

What does it mean for us today to engage with Scripture 
in a deep and authentic way?  It means living lives that are 
steeped in that ancient Story of God and the world, which 
came to a focus and a climax in Jesus.  
 
Letting it seep into all the dark recesses of our hearts 
and change us to be more like God.  And then it means 
living out in our every day lives, in new and different and 
previously unthought-of circumstances, what the rest of the 
Story looks like.  

As with Jesus, we live in the Story so we can live it out.


