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In South Africa, people are longing for freedom: 

freedom from inequality, freedom from poverty, 

freedom from hopelessness.  Working through its 

partners in schools and prisons, the Bible Society 

of South Africa is endeavouring to bring some of 

South Africa’s most vulnerable children and adults 

the freedom that comes from knowing Jesus 

Christ through the Bible.

They’re doing this in two ways.  Firstly, working 

with partners such as World Hope Baptist 

Ministries, Kairos Ministries and the Spiritual Care 

Services (chaplaincy services) of the Department 

of Correctional Services, Bible discipleship 

courses are being run in the prisons. They are 

also run on the outside for the families of those 

incarcerated. In this way all of the facilities are 

provided with Bibles, albeit some are limited in 

numbers.

With approximately 40 per cent of South Africans 

living below the poverty line  and high levels 

of unemployment, the country has high crime 

rates meaning that its 235 prisons are full to 

overflowing.  Inside the prisons there are many 
issues, including overcrowding, gangs, infectious 

diseases such as HIV/AIDS, and violence both by 

and towards prisoners.

Last year, Bible Society distributed 19,628 Bibles 

to people in prisons and this year it aims to 

distribute 12,500 Bibles.  It’s hoped that through 

these Bibles prisoners will come to know the 

forgiveness, love and mercy of Jesus Christ.A prisoner reading his Bible.
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Prisoners like Jeffrey who was in prison for a 

double murder.  Surrounded by inmates from 

violent street gangs, fuelled by drugs and alcohol, 

and full of anger and hatred, there seemed little 

chance that Jeffrey’s life would ever change.

Then one day a team of volunteers told Jeffrey 

about how God can forgive us of our sins.

That night, alone in his cell, Jeffrey felt a strong 

conviction and he gave his life to God.  

Jeffrey went on to complete a 16-week Bible 

discipleship course, and he received a Bible.

He was granted parole, moved to a new town, 

married and started a church.  Today, he pastors 

two churches and runs the Bible discipleship 

programme in a prison with 3,000 inmates.

Charles is another whose life was changed in 

prison.  He was serving a 16-year prison sentence 

for armed robbery.  One day, he heard a visiting 

preacher say, “Today, if you hear the voice of the 

Lord, you must not harden your hearts.”  

Charles responded and went up for an altar call.  

“I was weeping and crying.  I surrendered my life 

to Jesus Christ.  I received a Good News Bible 

from Bible Society.  I became comforted through 

the Word of God.  I served ten years in prison 

and I was released in 2010.  Today, I teach Bible 

courses in Johannesburg prison,” says Charles.
Prisoners with their Bibles and certificates after 
completing a Bible discipleship course.

“One thing I’ve learned with God is that there 

is no such thing as a dustbin of a human being.  

God can recycle our lives,” says Charles.  For 

Pastor Willie Dengler, who oversees the prison 

ministry work of World Hope Ministries, the 

restoration of prisoners like Jeffrey and Charles 

through the Bible discipleship course is something 

he sees often.   

One thing I’ve 
learned with God 
is that there is no 
such thing as a 
dustbin of a human 
being.  God can 
recycle our lives.“

A man who 
is now being 

discipled.
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Two 
prisoners 
reading 
a Bible 
together.

“For many prisoners, hope has been restored 

in God, in humans, and in themselves through 

the Bible discipleship programme.  Many begin 

to seek restoration with their families and ask 

forgiveness from those who have been affected 

by their actions.  As well, many persevere in the 

call of God and continue to make disciples after 

they have left prison,” he says.  

Bible ministry is having a life-changing impact on 

the lives of prisoners.  However, the issues that 

put a person on a pathway towards prison often 

start at a young age.  Research has shown that 60 

per cent of prisoners are illiterate, and 65 per cent 

have never finished high school.      

Unfortunately, the education system in South 

Africa is in decline and failing children.  By the 

time children from  disadvantaged areas reach 

grade 3 (nine-year-olds), most have not gained 

basic literacy skills.

In a recent Progress in International Reading 

Literacy Study (PIRLS), which assessed literacy 

amongst Grade 4 learners, South Africa was 

placed last out of 50 participating countries.   

Four out of five Grade 4 children in South Africa 
could not read in any language.   

60%
of prisoners  

are illiterate
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Continued disparities in the quality of  

education offered by schools reinforce existing 

socio-economic inequalities, limiting the future 

life choices and work opportunities of children 

who are born into poor households. 

 

That’s why the Bible Society of South Africa 

decided to provide Bible-based literacy materials 

in disadvantaged areas for pre-schoolers to  

Grade 3, and students in Grade 7, assisting them 

with additional literacy training and introducing 

them to the Bible.

For pre-schoolers to Grade 3 children, it’s 

providing 200,000 booklets in South Africa’s 

eleven official languages, including Afrikaans, 
English, isiZulu and isiXhosa.

There are a series of three booklets entitled: 

My First Bible Do and Learn Book, My Second 

Bible Do and Learn Book, and My Third Bible 

Do and Learn Book.  Teaching materials are also 

provided, including a teacher’s manual, posters 

and flashcards.

Bible Society recently distributed Do and Learn 

Books 1 & 2 at Impendulo Daycare Centre, an 

independent daycare centre in Windmill Park, 

a poor township in the city of Boksburg, near 

Johannesburg.      

The daycare centre was started by a local woman, 

Dudu Makhubo as a place for children to go to, 

whom she saw wandering the streets on their 

own.  The centre currently cares for 63 children, 

ranging from one to five-years-old.  It opens from 
7.00 am – 4.30 pm daily and provides the children 

with breakfast and lunch.  Many of the children 

have HIV/AIDS and a nurse comes and checks on 

them every two weeks.

Through the literacy programme it’s hoped that 

not only will the children’s literacy skills improve, 

but they will come to know God’s love in their 

lives.  Their families will also benefit  as the 
children are encouraged to take the booklets 

home with them. 

Children at Impendulo 
Daycare Centre with 
the literacy materials 
they received.

The Bible  
Society of South 
Africa is running  
Bible-based  
literacy projects.“
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These smiling children show how 
happy they are to have received 
Bibles.  

In 2011, the Bible Society of South Africa formed 

a motorbike group called the Word Riders and 

began visiting schools in some of the poorer 

areas to distribute Bibles to Grade 7 learners.  The 

Society realised deeper involvement was needed 

to address the challenge and the project: Sharing 

the Word - Bibles for Grade 7 Learners was born.

The children receiving these Bibles are 12 – 13 

years old.  They are just entering their teenage 

years when they are most vulnerable to different 

influences including peer pressure. It’s considered 
an important time to connect them with the 

Bible message and its values.

This year, Bible Society aims to deliver 600,000 

Bibles and 600,000 copies of a Scripture resource 

entitled, Help! How should I read my Bible? to 

students in schools.  

With nearly 80 per cent of South Africans 

identifying as Christian, the project is building 

on an existing foundation and is welcomed in 

schools and by families many of whom will now 

have a Bible in their own home for the first time.  
With more children owning a Bible it’s also of 

benefit to churches and Christian organisations 
who are working with the children.  

 

The need in South Africa is great. Reaching out to 

vulnerable children and adults by bringing Bible-

based literacy programmes to children, biblical 

values to teenagers, and Bibles to prisoners is at 

the heart of the Bible Society of South Africa’s 

mission.

Will you help to support this work this year 

by making a gift?  Your gift would make such a 

difference helping to bring the Word of God to  

those most in need in South Africa.

Thank you and God bless you.

  

Yours sincerely

Neels Janse van Rensburg

CEO
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A young boy with My Second Bible: Do and 
Learn Book  in the language of isiXhosa, which 
was distributed at Walmer Public School in Port 
Elizabeth, on the south east coast.   
 

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=12075

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272326284_The_role_of_education_in_the_rehabilitation_of_offenders

http://www.childrencount.uct.ac.za/indicator.php?domain=6&indicator=61
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P.S. You can learn more about Charles and his 

prison ministry by watching a video at www.

biblesociety.org.nz

P.P.S.  Mrs Supporter, as you are aware, the world 

is currently facing one of the greatest challenges 

we have faced in many decades due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  For many Bible Societies that 

are already struggling and which lack government 

bailouts and local fundraising support, the 

pandemic could have a devastating impact and 

force them to close.   

Already, 35 Bible Societies have been identified by 
the United Bible Societies as being vulnerable to 

closure, and in need of additional support.  

A special fund has been established to help these 

Bible Societies during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

If you would like to make a special additional gift 

to help support vulnerable Bible Societies during 

the Covid-19 pandemic, please tick the extra tick 

box on your address response form and write 

the amount that you wish to donate in the box.  

Thank you.          

Bringing the Good 
News in different 
languages is part  
of the Bible Society 
of South Africa’s 
mission.


