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Happy churchgoers with
Bibles they received at a
Bible distribution.

BRINGING THE
BIBLE TO CHINA'S
MILLIONS
Once banned, confiscated, burned and destroyed in
China, today the Bible is one of China’s best-selling
books! Officially, the number of Christians in China
is 46 million but unofficially it is 100 million with an
average of more than one million coming to faith
every year!
This amazing growth has been fuelled in part by the
provision of Bibles printed at the Amity Printing Press,
provided with the support of faithful Bible Society
supporters from around the world and in New
Zealand, such as you!
Over the years, the Amity Press has seen many
milestones, including on the 11 th November 2019
when Chinese church leaders, government leaders
and international guests, including those from the
United Bible Societies (UBS), gathered to celebrate
the printing of the 200 millionth Bible!

Over 86 million of these Bibles have been distributed
to Christians in China, including Bibles printed in ten
different minority languages and in Braille. Yet, with
the Church in China continuing to grow exponentially,
and 60 per cent of China’s Christians living in poor,
rural areas there is still a great need for Bibles!
Millions want to read the Bible and to grow in their
faith. Millions need the Word of God for their faith
to be nurtured. Thousands need to be trained and
equipped in the Word for pastoral and teaching
ministry in the Church.

Once again this year, we are
supporting Bible mission in China
by funding the Bible paper which
is used to print the Bibles.
These Bibles are either sold at reduced prices or
given away for free to believers in poorer rural areas,
or to ethnic minorities living in the mountains.
Will you partner with us this year to help bring Bibles
to Christians in China so bringing them the precious
Word of God?

Nga Ringa Hapai i te Paipera Tapu ki Aotearoa

Dear Partners in the mission,
In this issue of The Word at Work
you can read of the challenges
faced by previous generations of
Christians in China who struggled
to keep the faith alive during the
Cultural Revolution. Their struggles
paid off because today, millions
are turning to Christ every year in
China.
As you’re aware, though, Christians
are now facing a challenge of a
very different kind: the Covid-19
pandemic. Yet, thankfully, although
church services were suspended
for several months, they are now
resuming.
The United Bible Societies’ China
Partnership reports that the
majority of its scheduled projects
will be implemented by the end
of this year. They have also been
creating new projects to assist
those most affected, such as rural
preachers. They asked me to
extend their sincere gratitude to
you, our wonderful supporters, who
through your contributions enable
this work to continue.
On another note, the specialedition Bible for the Police, which
so many of you helped to fund,
was launched in Wellington on the
29 th July. You can read the story on
page eight. Thank you for helping
to bring this important Bible project
to fruition!
We remain, as always, humbled by
and grateful for your partnership in
the mission, particularly during this
challenging time.
Blessings,

Neels Janse van Rensburg
CEO
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Granny Long Qinmei

I hid my New
Testament in a
pig sty
During the Cultural Revolution, Long Qinmei kept her
Miao-language New Testament inside a box. When
the authorities raided her house, she hid it in a pig sty.
When she refused to give them the names of her
church’s leaders, she was given a seven-year prison
sentence.
“By God’s grace, the sentence was reduced to nine
months,” says Long, who is 86-years-old and still full
of stamina. “I was so happy to recover my New
Testament from the pig sty after I was released,”
recalls Long.
Granny Long, as she is known, was born into a
Christian family. Her grandfather was an elder in the
church and her father was a preacher. “My father
left a huge impact on my life,” says Long. “Despite
suffering from arthritis, he would use a crutch for
support to climb up a hill at 5.00 am to pray before
our Sunday services,” she shares.

神
就
是
爱

FAITH IN THE MIDST OF
PERSECUTION
“They burned seven of my Bibles,” says Madam Niu
Qiulan, who is over 90-years-old. Her voice quavers
as she recalls the pain and loss of her Bibles during
the Cultural Revolution, a time when the authorities
confiscated, banned and burnt Bibles throughout
China.
Even more painful than the loss of her Bibles though
was witnessing the public shaming and persecution
that her father, Mr Niu Jianmin (who had studied
theology at the Hebei Da’min Bible School) endured
at this time.
After his theological training, Mr Niu preached
fervently all over China. However, in 1966 when the
Cultural Revolution began, Mr Niu quickly came to
the attention of the authorities. Because he was a
Christian leader, Mr Niu, then in his 70s, was often
publicly tortured and humiliated in what was known
as a "struggle session".
During one particular struggle session that lasted
four days, Mr Niu was paraded through the streets
wearing a placard identifying him as a Christian.
Throughout the session, Mr Niu had to lower his
head and bend over, as if he were confessing to a
great crime. To ensure he was bending properly,
bricks were hung around his neck. When he was
not bending over, he was forced to pick up animal
and human waste and put it into a basket strapped
to his back.

Throughout all of this, Madam Niu could only watch
her father suffer helplessly. People would lash out
at her with their hatred, mocking her for believing
in a foreign religion. Silently, she would pray and ask
for comfort and strength.
Yet, despite facing persecution Madam Niu trusted
in God’s love for her and clung on to the promises
of the Word.

“Jesus died for us and we should
never be ungrateful,’ says Madam
Niu, with tears in her eyes.
After the Cultural Revolution ended in 1977, Madam
Niu started a church with about 40 people, which
today has a regular congregation of 200. Today,
Madam Niu is blessed to live with five generations
of her family, many of whom are serving the Lord,
including a great-grandson who recently completed
his Bible school training.

During those times, public Christian gatherings were
banned. Believers continued to meet in secret,
including a small group of people who risked their
lives to meet with Mr Niu so they could continue
to study the Bible. In the dead of night, they would
gather in a small room at a believer’s house. They
would come at different times from different
entrances, taking turns to stand watch while the
meeting went on.

When Long was given a full Bible in the Miao
language this year, she was full of gratitude.

Taking out their hidden Bibles or whatever
fragments of the Bible they possessed, they would
read God’s Word in hushed voices. Mr Niu would
then explain the Scriptures, quietly encouraging and
reassuring these believers with the Word of God.
When the meeting was over, the one who stood
guard would make sure it was safe before everyone
left.

“Because of your love offering, many living in
poverty can access the Bible and benefit from
God’s Word,” said Long.

When they were caught at such meetings, Mr
Niu had to endure even harsher struggle sessions,
before being confined to ‘the cowshed’, a place

At 6.00 am every morning, Granny Long takes time
to pray, read and meditate on the Word. Despite
having only grade four education, she reads both
Miao and Chinese. She gets invited to many Miao
churches to preach and do home visits.

used to imprison enemies of the state. As a Christian
leader, Mr Niu was called a ‘cow demon’ and a ‘snake
spirit’.

Madam Niu Quilan with her Bible.
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COVID-19 BRINGS NEW CHALLENGES TO MISSION
In response to the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic, Bible Societies around the world are finding new ways to reach out to people. Here are a few of their stories…
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Lyuba, pictured,
has had her
interest in the
Bible rekindled
after watching
Bible Society
videos under
lockdown.

UKRAINE

GUATEMALA

The Bible Society of Ukraine is providing New
Testaments to go with emergency food parcels
provided by churches. These will be distributed
to elderly people living alone, or to disadvantaged
families. It’s been running a daily Gospel video on its
Facebook page, which thousands of people have been
tuning into under lockdown, with many subsequent
enquires about purchasing Bibles.

The Bible Society of Guatemala has been providing
blind people, like Lucía, with food packages and other
assistance where needed. Lucía, who normally earns a
small income by playing her accordion in the street, is
a member of Bible Society’s Braille Book Reading Club.
During lockdown she has been encouraged by reading
the Braille Book of Job on the phone, along with
volunteers and other members of the club. "Even
though I’m in a depression I know that God loves me,"
she says.

This grateful
mother and her
children held
up a sign saying,
‘Bread of Life,
thank you Bible
Society’.

PERU

MOLDOVA

The Bible Society of Peru transformed its Bread of
Life programme, which provides a daily meal and
Scripture engagement for children from poor families,
to delivering food packages and Scriptures to families
in poor areas. "I used to sell things in the street, but
I no longer can. I had no food for my children," one
mother said. "Thank you for the help, and the Bible
stories!" So far, nearly 1,000 families have received
assistance.

The Bible Society in Moldova partnered with a local
church to provide food baskets and Bibles to people
in two villages, who were under lockdown with high
rates of Covid-19 infections and a police guard. The
mayor of one village was so grateful he fell down on
his knees and with tears in his eyes said, “Thank you
very much!”

Street people
listening
to audio
Scriptures.

KENYA

BURKINA FASO

The Bible Society of Kenya has been reaching out
to street people and youth, providing them with
meals, screening the Jesus film and initiating Scripture
listening groups. Usually, the street people eat
leftovers discarded by hotels and restaurants, but
under lockdown this source of food is no longer
available.

The Bible Society of Burkina Faso and its partners
provided graduates of its Braille Centre with
food hampers, containing rice, oil and soap, to
take back home to their families. The graduates
have completed six months of learning Braille and
vocational skills at the Centre. However, it’s an
anxious time for many of them as they return home
because many of their families are struggling due to
the pandemic.

A Bible Society
staff member
with children’s
Scriptures.

SYRIA

THAILAND

The Bible Society in Syria had to close its Bible
Houses in Aleppo and Damascus, the first time this
has happened during the civil war in Syria. However,
at Easter they were able to distribute Scripture
materials that were stored in their warehouse to
28,000 children in different cities and towns across
the country.

The Mary Jones story has had a modern-day makeover in Thailand! Ten-year-old Nattiya, pictured,
saved up her money to buy her own Bible, but due to
the Covid-19 lockdown she couldn’t go to a shop to
buy it. Fortunately, a pastor was able to help her buy
a Bible online.

Lucia, front, and
a Bible Society
volunteer.

A Bible Society
of Moldova
staff member
with Bibles
ready for
distribution.

Graduates of
Bible Society’s
Braille Centre
receive food
hampers.

Nattiya proudly
holding her new
Bible.

5

From left to right: PCSN members, Melizza Moemua, Senior Sergeant Claire Bibby, Chris Worsley
(immediate past Chair), Detective Jon McKenzie, and Stephen O’Hagan with their new Bibles.

Li Yanjing

A woman takes
notes as she
listen to a sermon
post-lockdown.

The Bible is my
Covid-19 impacts
precious companion ministry in China
“The Bible has become my precious companion and I
treasure it dearly,” says 66-year-old Li Yanjing, an elder
at a church in Handan city in the province of Hebei.
But Li’s life used to be different. Once hot-headed
and focused on gaining the material things in life, Li
suffered from a chronic nose-bleeding condition for
30 years. Desperate to see him healed, his mother
turned to her religion. But when that didn’t work,
she cried out to God. Miraculously, Li’s nosebleed
stopped!
Li’s mother became a Christian, but Li continued
putting all his energy into earning money as a taxi
driver. Eventually, he was challenged to read the
Bible and he was struck by the verse, “for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23 NIV).
This verse really spoke to Li about his pride and
he began to see himself as someone in need of
redemption, who needed Jesus in his life. Today, his
life has been transformed.
He trusts God in all things. He has turned away
from the pursuit of wealth and is now a much more
patient person. He places Bibles in his taxi for
people to take. Because of his faith, his life is on a
completely different path to the one he was on 30
years ago.

The Covid-19 pandemic brought ministry to a halt in
China, including Bible distribution. During lockdown,
church services were suspended throughout the
country, with many churches going online to post
recorded sermons via social media platforms.
Some of those most affected by Covid-19 were
lay preachers from poor, rural areas, many of
whom were already struggling to survive through
subsistence farming before the pandemic started.
Mu Weixu, 33, ministers to rural, ethnic minority
believers in Yunnan province. Even under normal
circumstances minority believers in rural churches
can barely support their preachers. But, with
the closure of the churches due to Covid-19 this
situation became even worse.
Yet, for other believers there was a silver lining to
being in lockdown, namely having more time to read
the Bible. “I’m old and I haven’t read much of the
Bible,” one 80-year-old man said. “During this time
of isolation, I read the Bible without stopping for
ten days. Now I want to spend the rest of my life
reading it,” he said.
On 30th May, the Chinese authorities announced
that religious activities were allowed to resume,
so churches began reopening gradually across the
country, with congregations slowly returning to fill
up the pews.

Bible for Police Launched
The special-edition Bible for the Police, which many
of you helped to fund, was launched at Bible House
in Wellington on 29 th July 2020. Present at the event
were Senior Sergeant Claire Bibby, Lead Coordinator
for the Bibles for Police project; Inspector Frank
Grant and Detective Jon McKenzie, Co-Chairs of
the Police Christian Support Network (PCSN); and
members of the Bible Society Board.
A Police Working Group, including members of the
PCSN, the Police Chaplaincy, John Watson, Category
Buyer - Bibles, of BSNZ, and representatives including
Maori, Pacific Island, female, constabulary and nonconstabulary all contributed to the special content of
the Bible over the course of a year.
It's hoped the Bible will be relevant to all New
Zealand Police personnel, bringing them the comfort,
hope and peace of God’s Word as they face
challenges in their working lives every day.

The Bible will be made available to members of the
PCSN at their conference in October at the Royal NZ
Police College.
It’s been a significant year for the Police with the
March 2019 terror event, the Whakaari/White Island
eruption, and Covid-19, among others. As well, their
colleague Constable Matthew Hunt was slain on duty
and his patrol partner seriously injured, something
which has impacted the Police badly. “In sadness
alone we despair, in Christ alone we find our hope,
help and comfort,” said Inspector Frank Grant.
These events emphasise the kind of pressures the
Police are under every day. It’s why this Bible is
urgently needed, so thank you once again for your
support.

Bible work at risk
Bible Society bookshops and ministries in 88
countries are at risk of closure as a result of the
Covid-19 pandemic and national lockdowns.
It means almost 500 projects to translate, distribute
and share the Bible with millions of people are
under threat. And the most vulnerable communities
will be hardest hit – at a time when many are
turning to God’s Word for hope and comfort.
The crisis, affecting more than a third of the Bible
Society network, has led to plummeting Bible
sales and income in some countries. Even the
most impactful and well-organised teams are under
huge pressure.
In many countries, Bible Societies have provided
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“This Bible will bring a bright light of joy into our lives.
It’s practical, portable and relevant to Christians in
the Police workplace,” said Senior Sergeant Bibby.

vital practical aid to struggling families, as well as
meeting demand for God’s Word. Their work has
highlighted the urgent need to keep Bible work alive,
especially at a time of global crisis.
To support these Bible societies, a special fund
has been created to provide critical funding to pay
staff and rent. Struggling Bible Societies are also
being helped with things like online Bible sales, to
generate income. And in the long term, staff are
being supported so they are ready to re-launch
Bible ministry when restrictions lift. If you would
like to contribute to this fund, please tick the
additional box on the address response form and
write the amount you would like to donate in the
box. Thank you.
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Bake for Bibles
winners impress
In spite of the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic,
Bake for Bibles went ahead this year, with the aim
of raising funds for the special-edition Bible for the
Police. The winners this year were the Usher family
for best-decorated cookie and the Wagner family for
raising the most funds.
Jonathan McKenzie, from the Police Christian
Support Network, who judged the best iced cookie
competition, said of the winning photo, “I particularly
liked that the baker incorporated the Police theme
with biblical principles, therefore bringing out
the theme of ‘Bibles for Police’, and underpinning
that Policing derives its very purpose from biblical
foundations”. All of the funds raised will help to
provide Bibles for the New Zealand Police.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN
GET INVOLVED
Would you prayerfully consider making a gift to help
bring Bibles to poor Chinese Christians?
You can partner with us by praying for the mission,
making a gift, or becoming a volunteer.

IN MEMORIAM
Bible Society has learned of the passing of the
following friends. Gifts towards the work of Bible
Society's mission have been made in their memory.
Their work of love goes on.
Constable Matthew Hunt, Auckland
Ruth Thompson, Whangarei

LEAVE A GIFT IN YOUR WILL

THE LAST WORD

Do you love being part of Bible mission knowing
that your gifts are changing lives through the Word
of God all over the world? When you leave a gift
to Bible Society in your will, you enable that vital
work to continue after you have gone. For further
information, please tick the ‘bequest information’
tick box on the address response form or phone
0800 42 42 53.

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and, your
neighbour as yourself.” — Luke: 10:27 (NRSV)

Our mission is to help make the Bible accessible
to everyone and encourage interaction with it.

0800 424 253 • bibles@biblesociety.org.nz
www.biblesociety.org.nz
Charities registration number: CC22121
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