
In a year marked with many challenges, the 
launch of two New Testaments in southern 
Nigeria has brought joy to the people of 
Ogbia and Epie.  In September 2020, Covid-19 
restrictions had eased sufficiently so that Bible 
Society was able to organise two dedication 
services, one on the 22nd September for the 
Ogbia New Testament and one on the 23rd 
September for the Epie New Testament.

Just five years after the Ogbia New Testament 
translation project got underway, people from 
across Bayelsa State gathered at the Ogbia 
Brotherhood Hall to celebrate the completion 
of the Ogbia New Testament.

Retired teacher, John Okolubo, said, “I love the 
Word of God.  This Bible will transform the lives 
of the Ogbia people.  Without it, we lacked 
God’s presence. But with it, we have reached the 
promised land.”

The following day the Epie New Testament 
was launched at St Peter’s Anglican church in 

Yenagoa.  Speaking at the celebration, Senator 
Douye Diri, the Governor of Bayelsa State, 
commended the Bible Society of Nigeria for its 
leading role in Bible translation in the country.

“By this singular action, the Bible Society of 
Nigeria is preserving Nigerian native languages,” 
he declared, “especially those of the minor 
ethnic groups which are fast going into 
extinction.”

Guest speaker, Bishop Patterson Kikile, General 
Overseer of the Glorified Ambassadors 
for Christ Assembly Missionary, stated that 
meaningful life is only found in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Bishop Kikile explained that, “reading the 
Bible in one’s mother tongue gives a better 
understanding and has more impact than reading 
it in a foreign language.”

Both services of thanksgiving culminated in 
the new translations being read aloud, with the 
gathered crowds reacting with joy.    

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ONGOING 
TRANSLATION WORK ON BOTH 
THE OGBIA AND EPIE BIBLE 
TRANSLATIONS, AS THE BIBLE 
SOCIETY OF NIGERIA HAS SET THE 
AMBITIOUS TARGET OF FINISHING 
BOTH OF THESE TRANSLATIONS 
WITHIN TWELVE YEARS.  PRAY 
FOR THE ONGOING IMPACT OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENTS ON THESE 
COMMUNITIES.     

   

Retired teacher, John 
Okolubo, with a copy of the 
Ogbia New Testament.   

NEW TESTAMENT 
BRING JOY IN 
MIDST OF COVID-19 
CHALLENGES! 
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Dear Friend of Bible mission 

Happy New Year! I trust you had a blessed 
Christmas. 

As we welcome in 2021, the uncertainties and 
realities of Covid-19 remain, but at the same time 
with your generous support we continue to be 
committed to our shared mission of making the 
Bible accessible to everyone, bringing hope and 
comfort to many all over the world.        

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, 

just as he is pure. — 1 John 3:3 (NIV)

In this edition you will see that we have made 
some changes to our Word at Work newsletter 
format.  Essentially this allows us to repurpose 
this quarterly mailout so that we can provide 
you with a standard appeal, as well as continue 
with our normal Word at Work broader 
content, allowing you to stay in touch with 
what is happening in the United Bible Societies 
fellowship.   

This month, we ask for your support to help 
bring God’s Word to the people of Nigeria, 
Rwanda, and Uganda, all of whom have growing 
Christian populations who urgently need 
Bibles.  We invite your involvement in the 175th 
anniversary of Bible mission this year, across the 
country, as we reflect with you on what has been 
achieved together and plan for the future. 

We provide an update on the impact and scale 
of investment in the Solidarity Fund established 
through Covid-19, that preserved Scripture sales 
and distribution across so many at risk Bible 
Societies, and we introduce new easy ways to 
support us via peer-to-peer fundraising and 
donation rebating. 

Thank you for your support in 2020. We look 
forward to your continued investment in our 
shared Bible mission. 

Blessings 

Neels Janse van Rensburg

CEO



After a two-year lull, attacks by the Islamic 

militant group Boko Haram in Cameroon’s Far 

North region are on the rise again and are claiming 

many victims.  

Sadly, two literacy facilitators from the Bible 

Society of Cameroon’s Alpha Program in the 

Parkwa language were killed by the group in 

August and September 2020. 

Jonas, 42, an elder in the Union of Evangelical 

Churches in Cameroon, was killed on the night of 

8th August while he was standing guide outside a 

church with three other people.  He leaves behind 

a widow and seven children.  

“We’ve lost the engine of the church, an 

exceptional and diligent facilitator who really 

knew how to teach.  It’s thanks to him that many 

Christians here can read and write,” one church 

member said.

After Jonas’s death, the church built his wife and 

family a hut on a mountain which is harder for 

Boko Haram to get to.  However, the family is 

still really struggling with terrible grief and the 

living conditions on the mountain, which include 

humidity, insects, and reptiles.

On September 18, Boko Haram killed another 

literacy facilitator, Joseph.  A catechist in the 

Catholic Church, Joseph was 43-years-old and had 

eight children.  He was hiding in his hut with his 

wife and child when Boko Haram found them.  His 

wife and child managed to escape but he was not 

so fortunate.

These attacks are having a devastating impact on 

these communities.  There is nowhere people 

can flee to and they are also facing many other 
issues, such as flooding, diseases, and the threat 
of famine due to a ban on cultivation.  The reason 

for the ban on cultivation is to ensure that anyone 

approaching across the fields can be seen.

Even an official ceremony to launch the Parkwa 
Bible translation project had to be abandoned, as 

word of an imminent attack came and people had 

to flee the village.  

“You know, when God sends you on a mission, 

he doesn’t say what conditions you will face 

when you go.  He says, ‘Go, I am sending you.’ He 

sent us to this people, and we must accomplish 

our mission, despite the actions of the enemy,” 

said General Secretary of the Bible Society of 

Cameroon, Luc Gnowa.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE FAMILIES WHO 
ARE GRIEVING THE LOSS OF LOVED 
ONES.  PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL PARKWA-
SPEAKING PEOPLE, FOR HIS PROTECTION 
FOR THEM.  PLEASE PRAY FOR THE 
BIBLE TRANSLATORS WORKING ON 
THE PARKWA TRANSLATION PROJECT, 
AS THEY ARE VERY DISTRESSED BY 
EVERYTHING THAT IS GOING ON AND 
FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO CONCENTRATE.  

The tranquillity of this rural 
scene belies the conditions 
some people are living under 
in Cameroon.       

BIBLE SOCIETY 
OF CAMEROON 
MOURNS TEAM 
MEMBERS
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This year, you have helped the United Bible 
Societies fellowship survive one of the worst 
periods in its history.  At the start of 2020 no one 
could have predicted how the world would be 
impacted by Covid-19!  

By March or April Bible Societies all over the world 
were struggling as lockdown restrictions hit and 
Scripture sales and distribution plummeted.  Thirty 
Bible Societies were quickly classified as ‘critical’ 
and a further 65 were considered to be ‘at risk’ of 
closure.  

“I was in despair and had sleepless nights,” said 
Valente Tseco, General Secretary of the Bible 
Society of Mozambique.  The pandemic was only 
adding to the strain the mission was already under 
in that country due to two cyclones occurring in 
2019 and conflict taking place in different areas.  

These worries were echoed all over the world as 
Bible Societies grappled with similar scenarios.  But 
true to the legacy of unity which the Fellowship 
was founded on 75 years ago, and with your 
support and the support of others like you around 

the world, sister Bible Societies rallied together 
and set up the Solidarity Fund.

So far, US$4 million has been raised to support 
struggling Bible Societies with a Scripture donation 
programme of $500,000 supplementing this fund.  
Already, 35 Bible Societies have benefitted through 
this fund.

In Panama, Bible Society General Secretary Marco 
Gomez describes how he and his team felt about 
getting help from the Solidarity Fund.  “It was like 
finding an oasis of fresh water in the middle of the 
intense desert that we have had to face due to the 
pandemic,” he said.

Marco and his team have been busy providing 
Scriptures and basic necessities to some of the 
most vulnerable groups affected by the pandemic.  
They are using the support to cover the Society’s 
operating costs, and to develop its online ministry.

“We are grateful to God and also to the Fellowship.  
We are more committed than ever before to carry 
out the mission and to do so with excellence,” said 
Marco. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL BIBLE SOCIETIES 
THAT ARE STRUGGLING DUE TO 
COVID-19, THAT THEY WILL ADAPT 
AND MAKE OPERATIONAL CHANGES 
TO ENSURE THE MISSION CONTINUES 
IN THEIR COUNTRIES DURING THESE 
CHALLENGING TIMES.

Setty, 66, (right) from 
Zimbabwe, normally works as 
a street vendor to support her 
daughter, Lister, 26, who has 
Downs Syndrome, but during 
the Covid-19 lockdown this has 
been impossible.  They have 
been receiving support from 
the Bible Society of Zimbabwe, 
which provided them with 
a food and hygiene hamper, 
masks, and a new Ndebele Bible 
to replace a worn-out one.      

Surviving the 
tough times!

v



THIS YEAR  

WE ARE  

CELEBRATING  

175 YEARS  

This year, we will be celebrating our 175th 
anniversary of Bible mission here in Aotearoa/
New Zealand, and we will be taking the time 
to look back and reflect on everything that has 
been achieved over the years and to share what 
we plan for the future.

As the Auckland Auxiliary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was founded on 
2nd September 1846, we are the 4th oldest 
organisation in New Zealand. With the generous 
support of our mission partners like you, 
we have distributed millions of Bibles, New 
Testaments, Scripture portions both here in New 
Zealand and overseas!

We want to give God all the glory for all He has 
done as well as celebrate with you this humble 
achievement. We are planning an interactive, 
fun-filled roadshow around New Zealand in 17 
different towns and cities. This is also a unique 
opportunity to bring Bible mission and the Bible 
into the public space and the events will include 
the story of te Paipera Tapu (the Holy Bible in 
Māori) and its significant contribution to New 
Zealand history and the Māori language.

Be on the lookout for your invite, 
in the post and in your inbox, for 
the event in your area! For more 
information, like which cities and 
dates, go to www.175.bible on any 
device, or scan the QR code.

PEER TO PEER FUNDRAISING 

We have just introduced this new form of  peer 
to-peer fundraising.  

Fundraising has grown enormously with the 
advancement of technology. Now more than 
ever, it is easier to raise funds for Bible Society 
mission.  Peer-to-Peer Fundraising enables you 
as an individual, parish or team to raise money 
on our behalf.  It is a flexible, user-friendly 
method of raising money, and isn’t reliant on 
the need for a big annual event … it can be 
for any event or challenge. Any type of event, 

such as a birthday celebration, fun run, or even 
Bake for Bibles, for instance, are all ways in 
which you can get supporters to your very own 
customised fundraising page online to ask, track, 
set milestones on a fundraising project towards 
Bible Society mission.  

Create your first fundraising campaign now using 
www.justgiving.com/biblesocietyNZ

315 MILLION SCRIPTURES 

DISTRIBUTED IN 2019 

In 2019, 315 million Scriptures were distributed 
globally.  This included 40 million full Bibles, 
15 million New Testaments and 261 portions.  
Almost a quarter of the Bibles distributed were 
digital downloads, a growing trend as 59% of the 
world’s population are now active internet users.

The United Bible Societies’ Digital Bible Library 
has doubled in size over the past five years.

It now holds 2,500 texts in 1,622 languages used 
by 5.7 billion people!

Bible Societies distributed nearly 3.7 million 
Scripture items to children under 15-years-
old, who make up one quarter of the world’s 
population.  The largest quantity of children’s 
Scripture items was distributed in Africa, where 
children make up 40% of the population.

In 2019, Bible Societies ran literacy classes in 
more than 20 countries for up to 165,000 people 
and distributed more than 4.5 million Scripture 
booklets for new readers.

A children’s Bible distribution 
taking place in Malawi.

   



Donated more than $5 in the 
last four years to Bible Society?
Every time you donate to Bible Society or any 
other charity, school, or religious organisation, 
you are eligible for a 33% donation rebate, but 
most Kiwis never bother with the paperwork.

We have partnered with Fund a Future to create 
a new easy way to fundraise.

By signing up with them you can claim back 
your rebate and put your share to good use – 
whether that means regifting it to us or keeping 
it for yourself. 

Fund a Future is the first NZ company registered 
with the IRD, dedicated entirely to filing 
donation tax rebates on your behalf. Not just 

for the current tax year but previous years, too! 

 

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR DONATION REBATE:

Two minutes is all it takes to sign up, then Fund 
a Future will take care of your donation rebates 
every year from here on in. If you can spare two 
minutes to free up your spare money, we ask 
you to consider signing up with Fund a Future 
and re-gifting that to us.

www.biblesociety.org.nz/fund-a-future

Finding God’s help in 
times of trouble 
Are you or someone you know experiencing 
a traumatic event in your life?  We have the 
perfect online tool to help you navigate a 
difficult life experience.  Entitled, ‘Beyond 
Disaster. A Survivor’s Guide for Spiritual First 
Aid’, this 76-page booklet has been developed 
by the American Bible Society’s Trauma Healing 
Institute. 

It contains a wealth of tools and 
techniques to help you cope with 
traumatic events all supported by 
Scripture.  To download your free 
copy, go to: www.biblesociety.org.

nz/beyond-disaster or scan this 
QR code using your mobile phone.     

0800 424 253  •  bibles@biblesociety.org.nz      
www.biblesociety.org.nz 
Charities registration number: CC22121

Bible Society has learned of the passing of the 
following friends. Gifts towards the work of 
Bible Society's mission have been made in their 
memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Mr Gavin W Dobie, Lower Hutt 
Mr Will J Dodds 
Mrs Doreen I Holding, Dunedin 
Mrs Margaret Stevenson, Blenheim 
Mr Ernest Y Stevenson, Blenheim 
Mr George Suisted

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED
Will you prayerfully consider making a gift to 
help bring Bibles to people in Nigeria, Uganda 
and Rwanda?  

You can partner with us by praying for the 
mission, making a gift, or becoming a volunteer.

IN MEMORIAM 

“I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” — John 16:33 (NIV)

THE LAST WORD

Nga Ringa Hapai i te Paipera Tapu ki Aotearoa

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 
range of formats including video)  and share and 
advocate for our work that you support, online,   
in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM


