ASSISTING THE
PERSECUTED
CHURCH IN
ALGERIA AND
MOROCCO
Morocco and Algeria are neighbouring
countries in Northwest Africa. Once part
of the region known as the Maghreb,
Christianity arrived in both countries during
the Roman era. It was practised by the
Berbers, an ethnic group found throughout
the region.
However, following the Islamic invasion of
TH
the region in the 7 century, Christianity
all but disappeared from both Morocco
and Algeria. In Algeria, a remnant group
of Christian Berbers fled to the Djurdjura
Mountains east of Algiers, retaining some
of their language and culture, but within 100
years their faith had gone.

Young Berber child.
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ALGERIA
In Algeria, it is among the Berbers who live
in the Djurdjura Mountains that Christian
revival is now taking place. In the 1980s, it is
estimated there were 2,000 Christians living
in Algeria. Today, the number is considered
to be between 100,000 and 200,000. Many
Algerian seekers begin their Christian journey
by watching Christian TV programmes or
listening to Christian radio programmes. In a
country that is 99% Muslim the Bible Society
of Algeria has a vital role to play! It is the
only source of Bibles in the country!
At the end of these programmes, it is Bible
Society’s phone number that is provided for
people to phone to request a Bible. The
combination of Christian broadcasting linked
with Scriptures provided by Bible Society is
having a great impact in Algeria! And it’s your
support that enables this to happen.
Recently, a Bible Society volunteer visited
a man who had contacted a Christian radio
programme asking for Scriptures. As is usually

the case with a first contact the volunteer
took him a Gospel and some CDs. The
man looked at them and said, obviously
disappointed: “Is that it? Is that all you are
bringing me? Let me explain. I have been
listening to Christian radio programmes for
months. I write everything down, every
verse, every explanation about the Bible.

“

Then I share it with
my family and friends,
everybody I meet who
will listen to me!

“There is now a group of us here eager to
know more about the Bible! So please,
can you come back with a Bible for my
mother and I, and audio Scriptures for my
grandmother who cannot read. Do you have
any books for children, too?” he added.
‘S’, a 50-year-old woman who lives in Algiers,
is another who first heard the Gospel on
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a Christian TV channel. She has been a
Christian for several years. “I received a
Gospel portion from Bible Society when I
was in Kabylie. As I read the Scriptures, my
first shock was to discover a loving God! I
had only ever heard about a tough God!”
she said.

“

In Algeria women are
very much oppressed so
another important thing
to me was to discover the
value God gave to women.
The happiest day of my
life was when I became a
Christian!

“The second happiest day of my life was
when I heard that the Bible was being
translated into my language, Kabyle.
I understood then that God never forgot
about the Kabyles (Berbers).
“For centuries, we were despised and rejected
because of our Kabyle identity. Many
people died for the Kabyle language as it was
forbidden to speak, read or write it! Now, I
am so proud that the Bible is being translated
into Kabyle,” said ‘S’ proudly.
The oppression of women is an issue that is
very much at the heart of the Bible Society

The Hoggar Mountains in
Algeria’s Sahara desert.

of Algeria’s mission. Unfortunately, the reality
of an Algerian woman’s life is that many of
them are never sent to school, even though
this is against the law.
They remain illiterate throughout their whole
lives and are simply raised to be slaves – first
to their parents and later to their husband.
They clean, wash, cook and sew. They do not
have a life to themselves, no friends and they
never go out of the house alone. If these
women are to receive Scriptures, they must
be audio Scriptures and they must be kept
hidden.
Therefore, Bible Society has created its
project: The Word of God on Megavoice
for illiterate and visually impaired people
to provide Megavoice units (audio Bibles) to
illiterate women and visually impaired people.
The Megavoice units include the New
Testament, the Psalms and Proverbs in Arabic,
Berber/Kabyle and French.
Ouardia is fifty-years-old. She is married
with four children and lives in a rural area in
the mountains of Kabylie. She received a
Megavoice player through her church.
“My eldest son became a Christian years ago.
At first, I didn’t like it but then I saw a change
in his life, and it touched me. I accepted
Jesus into my life. I didn’t attend school; my
parents didn’t allow it. My husband isn’t yet
a Christian. He isn’t really interested. When I
can, I attend church.
(In Algeria, this is quite amazing that a nonChristian husband will allow his wife to
attend church.)
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“I have been using the Megavoice device for
about a year. My son got it through church.
It is the only way I can hear the Word of God.
It’s in my mother tongue, the only language I
understand.
“Without this Megavoice player I wouldn’t
understand or know anything about God,
about Jesus, about the Christian faith.
“I listen to it a lot at home, when I have
finished cleaning. A neighbour comes and
listens with me sometimes. She is interested.
It makes me very happy. I love the Word of
God, especially the words of Jesus, which are
a great comfort to me. I pray that one day,
my husband will also accept Jesus into his
life.”

v

PLEASE PRAY FOR PEOPLE WHO
HAVE BEEN BADLY IMPACTED
BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AS
UNEMPLOYMENT HAS INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY AND MANY PEOPLE
ON DAILY WAGES HAVE LOST THEIR
INCOME. PUBLIC TRANSPORT,
WHICH MANY ALGERIANS RELY
ON, IS STILL LIMITED, AND 20
DEPARTMENTS ARE UNDER CURFEW.

v

PLEASE PRAY THAT THE NEW
CONSTITUTION, IN FORCE SINCE
1 ST JANUARY, WON’T MAKE
CHRISTIANS’ SITUATION EVEN
MORE DIFFICULT. THE ARTICLE
ENSURING FREEDOM OF RELIGION
WAS REMOVED FROM IT.

v

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE 13 CHURCHES
THAT WERE CLOSED AND SEALED
BY THE GOVERNMENT IN 2019.
THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN REOPENED.
THE REMAINING ONES AREN’T
ALLOWED TO MEET DUE TO THE
PANDEMIC.

v

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE
TRANSLATION TEAM WORKING ON
THE KABYLE BIBLE TRANSLATION
PROJECT WHO HAVE BEEN BADLY
HIT BY THE PANDEMIC. THE TEAM
HAS REQUESTED OUR PRAYERS.

Morocco Marrakesh Berber.
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MOROCCO
Christian revival is not only taking place in
Algeria it is also taking place in neighbouring
Morocco. Like Algeria, Morocco is a
Muslim-majority country where 99% of
the population is Muslim. However, it
is estimated there are around 40,000
Christians in Morocco, although some say
there are tens of thousands more who
keep their faith a secret. Every week, Bible
Society receives up to 100 enquiries from
people requesting Bibles.
For those of you who have partnered with
us previously to support the mission in
Morocco, you will know that the mission
there is highly confidential and for that
reason we are unable to provide you with
much information about it. In Morocco,
preaching or confessing Jesus can lead to
persecution or even being put in prison.
The Director of the Bible Society of
Morocco, whom we cannot name for safety

reasons, has written you a note of thanks
for your support. “What a great joy to have
sisters and brothers in Christ from New
Zealand stand with their fellow Christians
in Morocco to help them reach out to the
millions of Moroccans who have not yet
heard the good news of salvation.”
For those of you who may not have
supported the mission in Morocco previously
please know that any gift you make to
the mission in that country will be greatly
appreciated enabling them to continue
working under the challenging conditions
that prevail there.
With the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic,
2020 was a challenging year for Bible mission
in Morocco. In the face of this the Bible
Society of Morocco focussed on providing
Bibles and Bible resources online. During hard
times such as these people often begin to
seek God and last year many people began
requesting Bibles and personal visits online via
Bible Society’s website, and this is continuing
this year.

Inset: A young woman from a
migrant church with a Bible.
Background: Goats in Morocco
often climb Argan trees to eat
their bitter fruit.
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There are a range of Bible resources online
including the Moroccan New Testament,
Internet radio, Gospel films, and the Bible in
three Moroccan Amazigh (Berber) languages.
Already, around 3,700 Moroccans have
downloaded the Moroccan New Testament
and about 50,000 Moroccans have accessed
Bible reading videos or they have listened to
the audio Moroccan Bible.
Bible Society has also been busy supporting
the churches. Pastors and leaders are
meeting regularly using Zoom meetings and
Bible Society is taking part in meetings and
other initiatives. It is helping to link seekers
and new believers with house churches, as
well as providing Bibles and Bible teaching to
churches.

v

PLEASE PRAY THAT THE PLIGHT
OF THE MANY MOROCCANS WHO
SUFFERED DURING LOCKDOWN
AND CONTINUE TO SUFFER WILL BE
EASED.

v

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MANY
PEOPLE WHO CONTACTED BIBLE
SOCIETY DURING LOCKDOWN,
THAT THEIR HEARTS MAY BE
OPENED TO JESUS CHRIST.

v

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL CHURCHES
WHOSE CONGREGATIONS ARE
LARGELY MADE UP OF EX-PATS,
WHICH DID A GREAT JOB DURING
LOCKDOWN OF MINISTERING
TO AFRICAN MIGRANTS AND IN
HOSPITALS AND PRISONS. GIVE
THANKS THAT THE AUTHORITIES
ALLOWED MEMBERS OF
THESE CHURCHES TO MOVE
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY
DURING LOCKDOWN.

Salutation, during these challenging times
people in Algeria and Morocco are turning
to God. Will you help them connect with
the Bible by making a gift? Your gift will help
to provide Megavoice players (audio Bibles)
for illiterate women like Ouardia and the
visually disabled in Algeria and digital Bibles
for seekers and believers in Morocco. Will
you help bring the love of God into the lives
of people in these countries? Thank you and
God bless you.
Yours sincerely

Neels Janse van Rensburg
CEO
P.S. Your gift will enable the Bible Societies
of Algeria and Morocco to connect with
many more people bringing them the
precious Word of God.

Man in the Sahara.
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