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A BEQUEST 
FOR BIBLES
Pass on your love for the Bible to future 

generations by leaving a gift in your Will

A MEMBER OF
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TRANSLATE 

 

 

RESTORE 

 

 

ERADICATE 

 

 

ADVOCATE 

 

 

DISTRIBUTE

Bible Society’s mission is to help make the Bible accessible  

to everyone and encourage interaction with it.

Bible Society was founded in 1804 by a small group of Christians in England 

and Wales who believed the Bible should be shared with the world. More 

than two hundred years later their legacy lives on – millions of lives have 

been transformed by the Bible’s message. But there is still much to do to 

bring the Bible to those who wait, and to ensure its wisdom, inspiration 

and revelation are not lost to future generations around the world.

To make the Bible accessible, we provide Bibles to people in their heart 

language, in a format that suits them, and at a price they can afford.  

We not only translate, produce and distribute the Bible, but also encourage 

people to interact with it through innovative Bible engagement resources. 

Our hope is that through the Bible, people of all ages will encounter God 

and build a life-long relationship with him.  

OUR MISSION

Published by The Bible Society in New Zealand Inc.  

Private Bag 27 901, Marion Square, Wellington 6141

© 2021 The Bible Society in New Zealand Inc.

Charities Commission number: 22121. Society number: 216754

By making a gift to Bible Society in your Will, you’ll be ensuring that the work of making 

the Bible accessible to everyone will continue for future generations.  

You can make a difference through leaving:

•     a cash gift

•     shares 

•     investments

•     property

•     nominating Bible Society New Zealand  
      as a beneficiary in your life insurance

WHY LEAVE A BEQUEST  
TO BIBLE SOCIETY?

OUR PROMISE TO YOU

If you choose to make Bible Society a beneficiary in your Will, we 
will use the funds entrusted to us responsibly, efficiently and for the 
reason they were given. 

For many people, their last Will requires them to make personal, 

sensitive, and sometimes difficult decisions. We take the time to 
have one on one discussions with you about your decision to include 

Bible Society. However, we are not legal advisors so we recommend 

that you consult an independent lawyer.

Integrity and honesty matters to Bible Society. Therefore we 

endevour to do what we say we will do in honouring the wishes of 

your last Will. In our annual reporting, we openly and transparently 

show how donations, such as bequests, benefit our shared Bible 
mission.

People who include Bible Society in their last Will place their trust 

in us. We therefore treat their wishes and those of their relatives’ 

with utmost respect. All discussions with donors who would like to 

include Bible Society in their Will are always confidential.

Watch a video of our CEO Neels Janse van Rensburg talk about bequests

OUR VISION

Contact our Bequest Team on 0800 424 253 or email us at 
bequests@biblesociety.org.nz
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The Bible was also a fount of 

understanding, conviction and inspiration 

for his roles as a missionary and translator, 

as well as a source of joy throughout his 

life. His daughter Adrienne said that it 

drew him even closer to the God who 

speaks through it. “As long as he still had 

his sight we would often find him reading 

it,” she said.

Raised in a Christian family, Neville loved 

God from an early age. For his enthusiasm 

one time while street preaching, a heckler 

took his placard covered in Bible verses  

and smashed it down over Neville’s head.

One of the many Christian preachers he 

admired was Robert Laidlaw (founder of the 

Farmers Trading Company). Later Neville 

went on to become a preacher in Open 

Brethren Churches.

As a serviceman in the New Zealand Army 

during WWII, he set the habit of reading  

the Bible and praying each night before 

going to sleep. “He was never ridiculed for 

it”, said his son David. He was posted to 

Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. As they 

approached Vella Lavella island in landing 

craft they were bombed by enemy planes. 

Neville told his son how terrifying it was 

and how he drew strength from the verse, 

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose 

mind is stayed on you, because he trusts  

in you,” (Isaiah 26:3 NKJV).

A missionary in Chad (Africa) for 26 years, 

Neville and his wife Evelyn dedicated their 

lives to the Mbai people. And it was while 

teaching evangelists and Bible school 

students that he increasingly felt the need 

to translate the Old Testament into the 

local Mbai language. Neville also loved the 

Psalms and wanted to preach from them.

A GIFT FOR BIBLE MISSION

On the following pages you’ll read about  

the story of Neville Taylor and his love for 

Bible mission. 

His passion for the Bible was so strong he 

wanted to ensure Bible work continued 

after his death by leaving a lasting legacy.

This gift will have an impact not just on this 

generation, but for several to come.

THE IMPACT  
OF A GIFT  
IN YOUR WILL

Neville and his wife Evelyn

Neville worked with a team of translators  
on the Old Testament.

The Bible was Neville Taylor’s life-blood. Reading, studying, teaching, 

translating and memorising it was a source of strength to him. 

A good person leaves  

an inheritance for their  

children’s children. 
Proverbs 13:22 (NIV)
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So in 1960 Neville began work on the 

translation of the Psalms into Mbai with a 

Chadian national. In preparation, he taught 

himself Hebrew and Greek. This in itself was 

quite an achievement as he had left school 

at fourteen. 

On completion of the Psalms in 1965, Neville 

set to work with a translation team on the 

Old Testament. This was completed in 1972 

along with a revision of the New Testament. 

David said these two translation projects 

were the most satisfying achievements of his 

father’s life.

It was Neville and Evelyn’s wishes that part 

of their legacy be used for church work in 

Chad. “The Bible was central to Mum and 

Dad’s life. It is to each of us, their children, 

as well. Translating the Bible was a big 

part of Dad’s work and so funding a Bible 

translation project is something Dad would 

have wanted.”  

“Each people group needs to have the Bible 

in its birth language. The Chadian Arabic 

language is one of those languages. So we 

are thrilled to help in this translation and 

fulfil the wishes of our father and mother.”

Neville’s passion for the Bible and, in 

particular, its translation, led him to

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY 

Neville and his family  

dedicated their lives to the 

Mbai people of Chad.

Neville and his wife Evelyn, who he 

described as “a great channel for 

God’s grace in his life”.

YOUR GIFT WILL HELP  
TRANSFORM LIVES LIKE THESE

KINGDOM KIDS – A NEW GENERATION FOR CHRIST

Children and youth throughout the South Pacific are deepening their 

relationship with God, thanks to the Kingdom Kids project. Bible Society of 

the South Pacific (BSSP) has been providing child and youth friendly Scripture 

materials for youth camps, rallies and youth programmes. BSSP says these 

materials are encouraging a love of Christ and a desire to live by Christian 

values and are helping grow the next generation for Christ.
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GOD’S LOVE FOR THE DISABLED

“I’m an orphan. I had heard about 

God, but I lived my life without 

him. Everything changed when I 

got frostbite and had to have my 

legs amputated. I’m very grateful 

that someone put this book into 

my hands because now I can find 

out more about God.”

JESUS IS MY PERSONAL FRIEND

Once withdrawn and fearful, eight year 

old Xiao Daifa, who was born blind and 

abandoned by her parents, is now a 

confident and smiling child. She lives at the 

Guang Ci orphanage in Shanghai, China, 

which cares for children with special needs. 

Bible Society recently visited the orphanage 

to give Scriptures to the children there.

As soon as she received her copy of the 

Gospel of Matthew in braille, Xiao Daifa 

opened it and began reading, saying, “Jesus 

is my personal friend”. Already, Xiao Daifa’s 

simple faith is shining through. She wants to 

be a preacher when she grows up.

A MIGRANT WORKER WHO  

HEARD THE NAME JESUS

When Kem Raj was unable to find a job in 

his native country of Nepal, he traveled to 

the Gulf States and found a job as a night 

watchman. But increasingly Kem found 

himself feeling trapped and alone. He grew 

weaker and weaker. 

One day, someone gave Kem a New 

Testament in Nepali. Kem read the New 

Testament over and over again till one night 

he gave his life to Jesus. Within a week, all of 

his physical symptoms were healed.  

Now, he looks constantly to the Bible for his 

hope and strength. 

“
“...now I can find out 
more about God.”

“
“Reading the Bible is like having 
God speak to you.”

THERE’S NO WIPING THE SMILE FROM HER FACE!

Seventy year old Jin can’t stop smiling or singing. 

She’s been walking for three hours in sub-zero 

temperatures to get to church. The reason?  

Today, free Bibles are being given out to the 

congregation. And she’s got one! 

“Reading the Bible is like having God speak to you,” 

she says. Jin’s Bible is only one of many millions of 

Bibles printed at the Amity Bible Press in China, and 

distributed to Christians in that country.
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Your gift, large or small, will make an enormous difference to Bible mission allowing many 

to receive Bibles who would not otherwise be able to.

By contributing to the mission including Bible translation, distribution, literacy and Bible 

engagement your gift will bring your love for the Bible to those who are yet to receive it. 

 

Thank you.

THANK YOU

By making a Will, you can specify how you wish your estate to be distributed to your loved 

ones and causes that are important to you, like Bible Society. 

Let us know your intentions. We understand the details of your Will are private, 

but we’d love to have the opportunity to say thank you and perhaps acknowledge 

your support in a way that’s acceptable to you. If you’d like your gift to remain 

anonymous, your request, of course, will be honoured.

Ask us for more information about how a gift in your Will may benefit the mission. 

Please contact us on 0800 424 253 ext 835.

Arrange to see your legal advisor about making a Will or changing your existing Will 

to include Bible Society New Zealand. Your advisor can help you decide what type 

of bequest you want to leave. Bible Society’s legal name is: The Bible Society in  

New Zealand (Inc). Charity registration number: CC22121.
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LEAVING A GIFT  
IN YOUR WILL TO BIBLE SOCIETY
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Please contact the Bible Society 
bequest team on: 

Freephone: 0800 424 253

Email: bequests@biblesociety.org.nz 

www.biblesociety.org.nz 

By leaving Bible Society a gift in your Will, you’ll be helping bring the Bible to 
people who would not otherwise have access to it. What a gift to leave the world!

A MEMBER OF

A MEMBER OF


