
In May 1946, less than a year after the end of 
World War II, representatives from 13 Bible 
Societies gathered at a conference at Elfinsward, 
Haywards Heath, England.  Convinced more than 
ever of “the need of the world for the Word of 
God”, the delegates set in motion the formation 
of a truly global Bible fellowship – the United 
Bible Societies.

This was not the first time that Bible Societies 
had made a move towards greater collaboration.

In July 1939, the Netherlands Bible Society 
initiated a conference whereby it invited other 
Bible Societies to discuss global cooperation.  
However, five days after the conclusion of the 
conference, 1.5 million German troops marched 
into Poland and WWII became inevitable.

In spite of the huge challenges Bible Societies 
faced during the war, some were able to 
continue printing and distributing Bibles and 
Scripture portions.  Post-war, these experiences 
only strengthened their resolve to work 

together. Out of the global ruins and with a 
world in transition, they recognised that they 
would be better off facing the many challenges 
that lay ahead together.   

“There is not much hope in the world,” said 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav, the representative from 
Norway, who had spent much of the war in 
solitary confinement, “but there is hope in the 
Bible.”

75 years on, the United Bible Societies 
encompasses more than 150 Bible Societies 
working to bring the Bible to people in more 
than 240 countries and territories around the 
world.  

“Our point of view is global and that is the point 
of view of the Bible.  We stand before an open 
door,” noted Bishop Berggrav at the conference.  
It is that open door that has guided the 
mission and vision of the United Bible Societies 
Fellowship for the past 75 years.  Today, the 
door is still open.  Will you stand with us?     

   
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ONGOING WORK 
OF THE UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES AS IT 
ENDEAVOURS TO PLACE THE BIBLE INTO THE 
HANDS AND HEARTS OF PEOPLE AROUND 
THE WORLD. PLEASE PRAY THAT MANY 
NEW ZEALANDERS WILL ENGAGE WITH OUR 
MISSION OF MAKING THE BIBLE ACCESSIBLE 
TO EVERYONE AND ENCOURAGING 
INTERACTION WITH IT.                          

THE UNITED  
BIBLE SOCIETIES -  
75 YEARS ON 

THE  
WORD AT 
WORK

v

The delegates at the conference at 
Elfinsward, Haywards Heath, England, 
in May 1946, at which the United 
Bible Societies was founded.   
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Dear Friends of Bible mission,

In this issue of Word at Work, I am pleased 
to report that our 175th anniversary tour 
has begun.  Our first two events were held 
in Invercargill and Dunedin in April, where 
my staff and I were delighted to have 
the opportunity to engage with you, our 
faithful supporters, about the mission.     

At these events we want to celebrate 
everything we have achieved with you, our 
mission partners, over the years.  We will 
be taking the time to look back and reflect 
and, as well, we will  share our vision for the 
future with you.  There are 17 more events 
coming up around the rest of the country.  
They are free and we hope you will take 
the opportunity to come and join us.  Visit 
www.175.bible to find an event near you.

This month, we are appealing for funds 
for Bibles for China’s millions.  Due to the 
phenomenal growth of the Church in China, 
there is a huge ongoing demand for free or 
subsidised Bibles, especially amongst poor 
Christians in rural areas.  

In this issue, we also recognise important 
Bible translation milestones with the full 
Bible now being available in more than 700 
languages!  Finally, it is a significant year for 
the United Bible Societies Fellowship as it 
celebrates 75 years of shared global mission, 
which began out of the devastation of 
WWII and has now grown to encompass 
over 200 countries and territories.

All of this is only made possible with your 
support, so thank you very much for your 
ongoing investment in the mission.        

Blessings,

 
Neels Janse van Rensburg 
CEO

The Bible Translation 
Roadmap means that more 
Bible translations like the 
Datooga Bible, which took 
35 years to finish and was 
launched on 4 October 2020 
at the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Mbulu, Tanzania, can 
be completed.  Here, brother 
and sister Gidufana Gafufen 
(bottom) and Udagayda 
Mudinangi (top) rejoice at 
having the Datooga Bible in 
their own language.    



At the start of 2021, a significant milestone was
reached when the full Bible became available in 
704 languages for the first time.  Spoken by 5.7 
billion people, more than 70% of these translations 
have been provided by the United Bible Societies!  
Another 825 million people have the New 
Testament in their language, and 450 million 
people have Scripture portions.

However, 75 years ago when the United Bible 
Societies (UBS) was formed in the wake of World 
War II, the Bible translation landscape looked very 
different.  At that time fewer than 200 languages 
had the full Bible, 230 had the New Testament, and 
620 had Scripture portions. 

Since that time, the number of languages with 
some portions of Scripture has more than tripled.  
Yet, today more than half of the world’s 7,359 
languages still do not have any Scripture.  “More 
than a billion people do not have the Bible in their 
own language.  They are without the comfort of 
Scripture as they navigate the storms of life.  That 
is why the task of Bible translation is so urgent,” 
said UBS Director General Michael Perreau.  

To help reduce Bible poverty, UBS has created 
the Bible Translation Roadmap.  It is a 20-year 
vision to complete 1,200 translations, which will 
make Scripture available in the languages of 600 
million people for the first time.  Three years in, 
80 translations have been completed, 312 are in 
progress, and another 808 are yet to begin.

“Bible translation takes years of dedication and 
generosity and is the first step in a community 
gaining access to God’s life-changing Word,” said 
UBS Executive Director of Global Bible Translation, 
Alexander M. Schweitzer.  “The availability of 
mother tongue Scripture makes it possible to 
develop Bible ministry programmes to meet the 
needs of the community, such as literacy or trauma 
healing.  Bible translation transforms lives – that’s 
why we are committed to fulfilling the ambitious 
vision of the roadmap,” he said.

PLEASE PRAY FOR GLOBAL BIBLE TRANSLATION 
EFFORTS, FOR FUNDING, RESOURCING, AND 
EQUIPPING OF TRANSLATION TEAMS SO THAT 
MANY MORE PEOPLE WILL BE ABLE TO RECEIVE 
THE BIBLE IN THEIR HEART LANGUAGE.

BIBLE AVAILABLE 
IN MORE THAN 
700 LANGUAGES! 

BIBLE TRANSLATION 
CONTINUES DESPITE 
COVID-19 

Despite the challenges and disruptions caused 
by COVID-19, Bible Societies around the world 
completed Scripture translations in 66 languages 
spoken by 707 million people last year.

Six language groups received the full Bible for the 
first time – five in Africa and one in the USA, where 
the Deaf community celebrated the completion of 
the American Sign Language Bible.

In Vanuatu, Hano speakers on Pentecost Island 
welcomed the long-awaited New Testament in 
their heart language at an event held at Angoro 
village, on North Pentecost, on 26th October 2020, 
with traditional songs and dances.     

Translation work began four decades ago but was 
disrupted numerous times by cyclones, which 
destroyed homes, livelihoods and, on some 
occasions, parts of the translation work.  In the 
wake of Cyclone Pam in 2015, the translators had 
to live in tents for months after their home was 
completely destroyed.  However, the translation 
manuscript survived, having been placed in a 
plastic container and put under a table just before 
the cyclone hit. 

During the  launch, one of the translators,  
Fr. Francis Gilu, who is now in his eighties, was 
in tears when he received his copy of the New 
Testament.  “This is a miracle. I thought the text  
had gone missing!” he said.

PLEASE PRAY FOR BIBLE TRANSLATORS WHO 
ARE OFTEN WORKING IN CHALLENGING 
CONDITIONS, FOR SUPPORT AND 
RESOURCING FOR THEM.  PLEASE PRAY THAT 
LOCAL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES WILL 
SUPPORT BIBLE TRANSLATORS AND THAT THE 
SCRIPTURES, ONCE AVAILABLE, WILL EQUIP 
LOCAL BELIEVERS AND STRENGTHEN THEM IN 
THEIR FAITH.    
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Weathering the  
storm in Guatemala

    

In Guatemala, a country where our Bible a Month 
Regular Giving supporters have supported 
projects for the past two years, the COVID-19 
pandemic combined with two major hurricanes 
brought many challenges to the mission.

During the pandemic, businesses and churches 
closed, and many people, especially those engaged 
in less secure types of work, such as fixing cars or 
selling food from stalls, lost their jobs.  At Bible 
Society, Bible sales plummeted and around 30, 
mainly rural, projects suffered.  Bible Society’s 
Braille Bible Reading Club had to adapt with 
participants studying the book of Job via a series 
of conference calls, instead of meeting face-to-
face.    

One member of the club is 70-year-old Oscar.  
“This time has been very difficult for me.  I do 
not have a family and going to the club brings joy 
to my soul.  I really appreciate the effort they are 
making and for not leaving us alone for all these 
months,” said Oscar.  He was one of 44 recipients 
who received an audio Bible from Bible Society, 
which he enjoys listening to at night. 

Bible Society’s ‘Yes, there is a solution to domestic 
violence’ project also changed its format from 
workshops to Zoom meetings.  Each participating 
family received a Bible with a total of 314 Bibles 
being distributed last year.

One who has benefitted from the project is 
39-year-old mother of two, Bianca, who grew up 
in a home marred by violence and alcoholism.  
As a child, Bianca remembers running and hiding  
under the table with her sisters when her father 
came home drunk and hit her mother.  “Thank you 
for teaching us the Word of God and educating 
families so that Guatemala has healthy families,” 
said Bianca.

On the translation front, Dario Ba Xuc, one of 
a team of translators working on the Revised 
Q’eqchi’ Bible translation, had to literally climb 
a mountain and sit on a rock in order to get a 
strong enough internet connection to be able to 
communicate with the Global Translation Adviser.  
This was after two hurricanes caused serious 
damage to communication channels in the Alta 
Verapaz, the region in central Guatemala where the 
translators are based. 

The second hurricane, Eta, also caused deadly 
mudslides and killed 150 people.  But in spite of 
the challenges, Dario remains optimistic.  “All this 
effort is worth it because we will soon deliver the 
Word of God in our language,” said Dario.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ONGOING WORK OF 
THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF GUATEMALA, FOR 
FUNDING FOR PROJECTS AND INNOVATIVE 
WAYS OF ADAPTING TO THE CHALLENGES IT 
IS FACING.  PLEASE PRAY THAT THE NUMBER 
OF COVID-19 CASES IN GUATEMALA WILL 
DECREASE AND THAT THE ECONOMY WILL 
BEGIN TO IMPROVE.  
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Inset:  Fr. Francis Gilu, a translator, proudly 
holding a copy of the Hano New Testament.

Background:  The Bible Society of Guatemala 
is helping families like this one overcome 

domestic violence issues through workshops 
and by providing Scriptures.  



BRAND REFRESH  
ONE BRAND ONE VOICE ONE MISSION 

As you may know,  Bible Society is celebrating 
and reflecting on 175 years of Bible mission work 
in New Zealand and across the world. Not only 
are we reflecting on years past but we are also 
looking to the future. As an organisation, we 
have been grappling with hard questions of how 
we can become better in the delivery of our 
mission of helping make the Bible accessible to 
everyone and encourage interaction with it. 

One area that we needed to address is how 
Bible Society is perceived and experienced 
by our supporters, and how individuals and 
churches across different demographics engage 
with us.  Through the work of a taskforce, 
extensive surveys were done internally and 
externally with more than 6,000 supporters and 
staff evaluating and commenting on our brand, 
how it’s perceived and how people engage with 
it. Not only was the feedback encouraging but 
the message was clear that our brand needs 
updating and refreshing in order to engage 
more people across different digital and printed 
media, not only with the mission of Bible 
Society, but also with the good news of the Bible. 

using current branded material until we run out. 
The creative elements are essentially a stack of 
Bibles in the logo worked into a ‘B’. We hope that 
this refresh will help engage people of all ages.

MAKING A BEQUEST TO 
BIBLE SOCIETY  
If you choose to make Bible Society a 
beneficiary in your Will, we will use the funds 
entrusted to us responsibly, efficiently and for 
the reason they were given. 

For many people, their last Will requires them to 
make personal, sensitive, and sometimes difficult 
decisions. We welcome you taking the time 
to have one on one discussions with us about 
your decision to include Bible Society in your 
Will.  However, we are not legal advisors, so we 
recommend that you consult an independent 
lawyer. 

Integrity and honesty matter to Bible Society. 
Therefore, we endeavour to do what we say 
we will do in honouring the wishes of your last 
Will. In our annual reporting, we openly and 
transparently show how donations, such as 
bequests, benefit our shared Bible mission. 

People who include Bible Society in their last 
Will place their trust in us. We therefore treat 
their wishes and those of their relatives with the 
utmost respect. All discussions with donors who 
would like to include Bible Society in their Will 
are always confidential. 

Scan the QR code or visit our website at www.
biblesociety.org.nz/get-involved/a-gift-in-
your-will and watch a video of our CEO Neels 
Janse van Rensburg talk about bequests. On our 
website you can also download our Bequest 
Brochure and/or fill out the form. 

Or if you’d prefer, you can ring us on 0800 424 
253 or email us at bequests@biblesociety.org.nz  
to start the process with one of our Bequest Team.

This has resulted in a refreshed, updated look 
that aims not only to retain your trust and 
loyalty as our supporters, but also will enable 
our mission, vision, and values to be extended 
to reach a broader audience. Our brand has 
not been refreshed for more than 10 years. This 
exercise has been mirrored for Manna Christian 
Stores, which became part of the Bible Society 
group in 2017 helping fulfil the cause of making 
the Bible and biblical resources available to the 
respective communities we serve. 

Over the next few months, you will see the 
rollout of the look as reflected above across our 
digital platforms and printed material whilst still 



HELP US CELEBRATE  
OUR 175TH  
ANNIVERSARY
On 2nd September 1846 the Auckland 
Auxiliary of the British & Foreign Bible Society 
was founded with the aim of raising money 
for distributing Bibles via house-to-house 
collections.  Today, with your support, that work 
continues!  Over the years with the generous 
support of our mission partners such as you, 
we have distributed millions of Bibles, New 
Testaments and Scriptures both here in New 
Zealand and overseas. 

This year, we are celebrating 175 years of Bible 
mission in this country.  You can join in the 
celebrations by attending one of 19 events 
planned for around the country.  
To find an event near you scan the 
QR code or visit: www.175.bible or 
phone 0800 42 42 53 

0800 424 253  •  bibles@biblesociety.org.nz      
www.biblesociety.org.nz 
Charities registration number: CC22121

Bible Society has learned of the passing of the 
following friends. Gifts towards the work of 
Bible Society's mission have been made in their 
memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Mr Ross G Borlase, Richmond 
Mrs Dorothy Fowle, Te Anau 
Mr Robert Hampton, Cambridge  
Mrs Dorothy L Speed, Mount Maunganui 
Mr Roy R Suisted, Cambridge 
Mrs Kathleen L Wilson, Waikanae

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED
Would you prayerfully consider making a gift 
to help bring Bibles to poor Christians in rural 
China?  You can partner with us by praying 
for the mission, making a gift, or becoming a 
volunteer.

IN MEMORIAM 

For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. — Romans 15:4 (ESV)

THE LAST WORD

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 
range of formats including video)  and share and 
advocate for our work that you support, online,   
in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

FUND A FUTURE
Many thanks to those supporters who have 
responded to this initiative whereby they have 
gifted their tax rebates back to Bible Society for 
up to four previous years, as donations. This is 
especially relevant at this time of the year as the 
annual receipting process occurs.

How does this work? Every time you donate 
to Bible Society you are eligible for a 33% 
donation rebate, but most Kiwis never bother 
with the paperwork. We have partnered with 
Fund a Future where you can claim back your 
rebate and put your share to good use, whether 
that means regifting it to us or keeping it for 
yourself. 

Fund a Future is the first NZ company registered 
with the IRD, dedicated entirely to filing 
donation tax rebates on your behalf. Not just 
for the current tax year but previous years, 
too! It takes 2 minutes to sign up, then Fund a 
Future will take care of your donation rebates 
every year from here on in and pass on any 
of your rebates gifted to BSNZ.  For more 
information scan the QR code below, or go 
directly to our website: www.biblesociety.org.
nz/fund-a-future Or phone us on: 0800 424 253


