
“Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder 
them; for the kingdom 
belongs to such as these.” 
Luke 18:16 (NIV)  
 

I want to draw back the curtain for 

you on what life is like for children and 

youth living in countries such as Syria, 

El Salvador, and Eritrea, where they 

are suffering under the weight of war, 

violence, and poverty.  

In Syria, children have been caught 

up in a war since 2011.  In El Salvador, 

1

a country known for its violence and 

gangs, children are living in constant 

fear.  In Eritrea, young people are living 

with fear and uncertainty in the midst 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Bibles are urgently needed for 

children and youth in these 

countries.  Will you help bring the 

hope of the Bible to children and  

youth in Syria, El Salvador, and 

Eritrea?

BRINGING THE HOPE OF THE BIBLE

TO CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Refugee children at the  
Syria-Lebanon border. 
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Syria
In Syria, an entire generation of 

children has been impacted by the 

war.  Five million children have been 

displaced within Syria or they have 

become refugees.

They have been robbed of their 

childhoods and have borne the brunt 

of violence perpetrated by the warring 

parties.  Today, 90 percent of Syrian 

children need additional support as 

an economic crisis and the COVID-19 

pandemic continue to push families to 

the brink.  

To reach out to children in Syria, 

Bible Society is distributing children’s 

Scriptures to bring them the hope 

of God’s Word.  “Last year, many 

churches had to lock down during 

the pandemic.  However, we sent out 

teams of volunteers all over Syria.  By 

the grace of our Lord, we were able 

to cooperate with local churches to 

reach every child, who surprised us 

with their smiles of satisfaction and 

happiness,” said George Andrea, Head 

of the Bible Society of Syria.     

This year, Bible Society aims 

to distribute 30,000 Easter and 

Christmas booklets, 30,000 

children’s Bibles and 15,000 

Scripture booklets.  The books 

include activity books such as The 

Story of Jesus and The Christmas 

Activity Book for 5 – 8 year olds, and 

Bible story books such as Jesus is 

Calling You for 9 – 15 year olds.
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In 2020, the Bible 
Society in Syria had 
to temporarily close 
the Bible Houses in 
Aleppo and Damascus 
over Easter due to 
Coronavirus. However, 
it received approval to 
distribute Scriptures 
to children in different 
cities and towns across 
the country, including 
Aleppo, Homs, Lattakia, 
Tartous, Hama and the 
Christian Valley. Wearing 
masks and taking all the 
necessary precautions, 
it was able to provide 



PRAY THAT CHILDREN WILL 

ENGAGE WITH THE BIBLES 

THEY RECEIVE.  PRAY FOR 

PROTECTION FOR CHURCH 

MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS 

ASSISTING WITH THE 

DISTRIBUTION.     

“Every Scripture booklet 
is a gift for these children.  
They wait for us to come, 
and they feel their gift is 
given directly to them from 
God.  When you provide 
these Scriptures, you bring 
hope to these children,” 
said George.  
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El Salvador
Meanwhile in El Salvador, Bible 

Society has persevered with Scripture 

distribution in the face of many 

challenges including the COVID-19 

pandemic.  It is also working in an 

environment which is among the 

most violent in the world with a 

very high murder rate and where 

gangs rule entire neighbourhoods.  

In fact, children as young as 12 or 

13 are drawn into gangs, initiation 

can involve murder, and once they 

join their life expectancy is only 

five more years!*  So, sadly many of 

them will never make it out of their 

teens.     

*Source: El Salvador Bible Society

Stanley with a 
Bible comic he 

has received.

 Bedu children, Aleppo, Syria 
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“Children define their lives by one 

word: fear. Fear in the home, fear in 

the street, fear in the school,” said a 

UN representative during a visit to El 

Salvador to assess violence against 

children.  

Yet, the country is also 86 percent 

Christian, with many children 

attending Sunday school.  Therefore, 

Bible Society is providing children 

both in Sunday schools and in schools 

with Bible comics entitled ‘Fear Not’.  

These are designed to help children 

deal with issues such as fear, anxiety, 

anger, and hopelessness.  The project 

also entails training schoolteachers to 

help children with conflict resolution.

Among the children who have been 

impacted by the project are Stanley, 

Diego, and Jonathan.  Stanley, 13, 

is struggling with the loss of his 

grandfather.  
 
“The comic taught me to 
be strong and to know that 
Jesus is by my side,” says 
Stanley.   
 
Diego, 12, misses his father and 

brother, who have gone to the U.S. 

to find work.  He says the comics 

have helped him to be brave, to have 

faith and believe in God despite his 

circumstances.  Likewise, Jonathan, 10, 

whose parents are divorced says the 

comics have helped him, whether he 

is happy or sad, to have faith in Jesus. 

PRAY FOR AN END TO THE 

VIOLENCE IN THE STREETS 

AND NEIGHBOURHOODS OF EL 

SALVADOR AND FOR CHILDREN 

TO GROW UP IN PEACE.        

v
Young boy waves at 

visitor in El Salvador. 
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“With this pandemic, the 
demand for Scriptures has 
greatly increased.  Many 
more young people are 
really traumatised and are 
looking to get hope from 
the Bible,”  
 
said Timar Habte, Project Manager, 

Bible Society of Eritrea. 

PRAY THAT YOUTH WHO RECEIVE 

BIBLES WILL BE IMPACTED FOR 

CHRIST AND PRAY FOR FUNDING 

FOR THE PROJECT. 
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Eritrea
In Eritrea, children and young 

people are struggling under the 

weight of many issues, including 

poverty and the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The Bible Society of 

Eritrea is working to bring them hope 

by distributing Bibles to ease the 

current trauma they are experiencing. 

This year, it aims to distribute 1,500 

Bibles to young people in universities, 

colleges, and camps.  It is encouraging 

them to engage with the Scriptures by 

developing a daily Bible reading habit 

in order to bring the power of God’s 

Word into their lives. 

Young Eritrean Coptic Christians 
at a Christmas celebration. 
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bringing the message of hope and 

transformation to them.

Thank you and God bless you!

Yours sincerely,

 

Neels Janse van Rensburg 

CEO 

 

P.S.  You can help put a smile on the 

face of a child or young person in Syria, 

El Salvador, and Eritrea by bringing 

them the gift of God’s Word.  Please, 

will you bring hope, faith, and love into 

the lives of these precious children and 

young people, by giving them a Bible?

Scan this QR code to 

watch a children’s Bible 

distribution in Syria.                          

Bible House • 144 Tory Street • Private Bag 27 901, Marion Square, Wellington 6141

Freephone: 0800 424 253 • Tel: 64 4 384 4119 • CC22121 • www.biblesociety.org.nz

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

Mrs Supporter, we have seen many 

people in New Zealand engaging 

with the Bible more frequently over 

the past year especially during these 

challenging times of economic turmoil 

and uncertainty presented by the 

pandemic.  With that in mind, I wonder 

if we can even fathom how much 

more the children and young people of 

Syria, El Salvador and Eritrea need that 

hope?

Will you please prayerfully consider 

this opportunity to bring a Bible into 

the life of a child or young person 

in Syria, El Salvador, and Eritrea?  

In Syria, your gift could provide a 

Bible for a child living in a conflict 

zone.  In El Salvador, your gift could 

provide a Bible for a child living in an 

impoverished urban slum dominated 

by gangs.  In Eritrea, your gift could 

provide a Bible for a young person 

living with fear and uncertainty.

Your gift would help to place a Bible 

into the hands of a child or young 

person in Syria, El Salvador, and Eritrea 

Young girl at a bread 
distribution in Aleppo, Syria. 
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