
The 1960s: UBS responds to new 
challenges 

In our Autumn issue of the Word at Work 
we brought you the story of the founding of 
the United Bible Societies (UBS).  One year 
after the end of WWII, Bible Society leaders 
gathered together and determined to bring 
the Bible to a hurting, post-war world.  In 
our latest installation in the series, we 
move forward to the 1960s where fourteen 
years after its founding UBS was facing 
new challenges.

By this time, UBS had achieved an annual 
Scripture distribution of 29 million copies, 

but the mission was stagnating somewhat 
with 40 percent of the Scriptures being 
distributed in the U.S., and the other 60 
percent distributed in the West.  In 1960, 
the then General Secretary of UBS, Dr 
Olivier Beguin, said, “unless we radically 
transform our policies and speed up 
our actions a younger generation will 
be completely ignorant of the Gospel of 
salvation.”

Therefore, UBS created a bold new plan: to 
increase global Scripture distribution to 150 
million per year!  Based on the changes 
that were occurring at that time in society, 
culture, and politics the plan was simply 
entitled, “God’s Word for a New Age”.  

Behind this ambitious goal was a clear 
vision: a Bible for every Christian home, 
a New Testament for every Christian, and 
a Portion for all who could read.  There 
was also a desire to encourage church 
members across the world to engage 
with and share responsibility for local 
distribution campaigns. 

By 1971, global Scripture distribution had 
increased to 171 million!  The sense of 
collaboration became embedded in UBS 
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Dear Friends of Bible mission,

As a Bible Society supporter you are part 
of a global mission organisation that has 
an enormous impact bringing Scriptures to 
people in countries around the world.  We 
hope you enjoy our ongoing series on the 
history of the United Bible Societies (UBS) 
and how it navigated its challenges to 
continue to bring the Word to people globally.

By providing Scripture in many different 
formats, people from diverse communities 
are given access to the Word of God often for 
the first time.  These include both indigenous 
people groups but also communities such 
as the visually disabled, the deaf and people 
with low literacy levels.  During the Covid-19 
pandemic the suffering and isolation of many 
of these groups has only increased.

That is why this month we are focusing 
on bringing Braille and audio Scriptures 
to visually disabled and illiterate people in 
Guatemala, Angola, and Bangladesh. It is all 
part of the mission we endeavour to carry 
out with your support of helping to make the 
Bible accessible to everyone and encourage 
interaction with it.

In August and September we will be holding 
our final five 175th anniversary events in 
Palmerston North, Wellington, and across 
Auckland. We invite you to come along and 
join us.  There have been many stories of 
personal connection told to us by you, our 
supporters, at these events so don’t miss your 
opportunity to come along and tell us yours!  
We look forward to seeing you there.  Go to 
www.175.bible to register.

Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
Neels Janse van Rensburg 
CEO A joy-filled moment 

as children carry the 
Punjabi New Testament 

into the Cathedral.   



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE WORK OF UBS 
BRINGING SCRIPTURES TO MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE IN COUNTRIES ALL AROUND THE 
WORLD.

Punjabi New 
Testament 
welcomed  
with joy!

Despite the pandemic which meant that the 
number of attendees was limited to allow 
social distancing, there was an atmosphere 
of “great joy” as the children carried the New 
Testament into the church to be officially 
dedicated, says Rev Azhar Mushtaq, Pakistan 
Bible Society General Secretary Designate.

Punjabi is a language spoken by around 65 
million people in Pakistan, and by another 
300,000 people in countries such as India, 
the UK and Canada.  The New Testament 
was first translated into Punjabi in 1912 and 
has been revised twice since then in 1940 
and 1952, but the language of the 1952 
edition has become increasingly outdated for 
modern-Punjabi speakers. 

“The children’s procession symbolised that 
the newly revised text and audio recording 
will open God’s Word for new generations 
of Punjabi Christians from all walks of life, 
and that it will bring light, including amidst 
the darkness caused by the pandemic,” 
concludes Azhar.

 
PLEASE PRAY THAT THE PUNJABI NEW 
TESTAMENT WILL BE WELL RECEIVED BY 
PUNJABI-SPEAKING CHRISTIANS.   
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“God’s Word: light for the world,” proclaimed 
the signs carried by children as they entered 
into Lahore’s Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
a colourful procession behind the newly 
revised Punjabi New Testament in print and 
audio on 10 April 2021.  

The long-awaited launch was a profoundly 
symbolic moment for Pakistan’s 300,000 
Punjabi-speaking Christians, whose 
ancestors had converted to Christianity 
during the colonial era to escape a 
discriminatory caste system in which they 
were regarded as untouchables.

Olivier Beguin, General Secretary 
of UBS, examines Scripture 

distribution statistiscs in 1965.  
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F R O M  F R O N T  P A G E

culture.  Today, over 300 million Scriptures 
are distributed annually!  Translation work 
allows more heart-language Scripture to 
be distributed.  Bibles in digital formats 
allow millions to access Scripture.  Targeted 
Scripture ensures that God’s Word meets the 
need of the reader, whether through child-
friendly formats, Braille Bibles for people 
with visual disabilities, or Scriptures for new 
readers.

Over the decades millions in countless 
communities across the world have received 
the transforming power of God’s Word.  None 
of this would be possible without the support 
of our faithful supporters like you who partner 
with us in the mission, so thank you! 



CHAM PEOPLE 
LONGING FOR 
BIBLE
In 2019, we brought you the story of the New 
Testament translation for the Cham people, 
an ethnic group of 115,000 people who live 
along Vietnam’s southern coast, around 
0.5 percent¹ of whom are Christian.  They 
have faced both poverty and persecution.  
Unfortunately, many Cham struggle to accept 
Christianity because without the Bible in their 
heart language they believe it is a foreign 
religion.

Now that the New Testament has been 
completed, work on the Old Testament has 
begun with the aim of having it completed 
by 2027.  It will be available in both print and 
electronic formats.  Prior to receiving the 
New Testament in their own language Cham 
believers read the Bible in Vietnamese. 

“I owned a Vietnamese Bible and I found it 
hard to understand.  I am so thankful that 
we have been favoured by God with a team 

to translate the Bible into our language,” one 
believer said.

Phu Su, 36, is a farmer who spends his days 
working in the fields.  He came to faith ten 
years ago along with his family.  They all 
live joyfully in Christ including his son who 
used to be lame but can now walk slowly.  
However, Su is barely able to read, and he 
does not have access to modern technology 
such as the internet or a smartphone.  
Therefore, the only way he can connect 
with the Word is by listening attentively in 
church to the Bible readings which are in 
Vietnamese.  

Like other Cham believers he is longing  
for the full Bible in his heart language.  
 “I have a Vietnamese Bible, but I can barely 
understand the meaning because my first 
language is Cham. I think it will be easier if 
I can read the Word in my heart language,” 
says Su.

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE NEW 
TRANSLATION TEAM THAT WILL TAKE 
OVER THE PROJECT IN 2022, AND FOR 
THE OLDER TRANSLATORS AS THEY 
TRANSITION TO BEING REVIEWERS.  PRAY 
THAT THE EASTERN CHAM COMMUNITY 
WILL BE TRANSFORMED THROUGH THE 
BIBLE, AND THAT CHURCHES WILL STAND 
FIRM ON THE WORD OF GOD.  
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Phu Su is 
longing to 

have the 
full Bible 
in Cham.  

¹ Figure supplied by Vietnam Partnership



175 ROADSHOW 
TOPS 5,000 KILOMETRES, 
AND COUNTING!
Our 175th anniversary roadshow has 
travelled the entire length of the country 
already, and we still have five more events 
to go! It has been wonderful to celebrate 
this amazing milestone with our supporters 
from Invercargill to Whangarei. In all, we 
have travelled 5,053km, with a few hundred 
still to go!

From our first event at Lindisfarne 
Methodist Community Church, we have 
been inspired by the personal stories of 
connection with Bible Society that many 
of you have shared with us. In all, more 
than 760 people have attended a 175th 
celebration event across 14 different towns. 
In late August, our final leg of the tour kicks 
off in Palmerston North followed by events 
in Wellington and Auckland.

We have been so grateful for the 66 
volunteers who have come to help set up 
and pack down each night. We could not 
have done it without you!  And let’s not 
forget the 14 different birthday cakes! 

Go to www.175.bible to join us at one of 
our five remaining 175th celebration events. 

66 volunteers 
767 people attending 
14 events 
5,053 km travelled

GIFT ONE OR MORE BIBLE 
EVERY MONTH AS A BIBLE A 
MONTH REGULAR GIVER? 
We thank those already involved.  However, 
if you are an Appeal Donor who wants 
to give every month then switching 
to Bible A Month Regular Giving is our 
recommendation.  You can do that by 
signing up to a monthly gift at www.
biblesociety.org.nz/bible-a-month-regular-
giving/ and emailing us to stop the Appeal 
Mailout currently being sent on  
info@biblesociety.org.nz

You will be partnering with us to bring 
Bibles to people in a different country every 
month. You will help others around the 
world access the transformational power 
of the Word of God in their heart language.  
At the same time, you will access the 
resources that enables you to dig deeper 
into the Bible and share its message with 
others.

When you become a Bible a Month Regular 
Giver, you will also get free access to 
RightNow Media - the world’s largest video 
library of Christian content. You can view 
this also on the link www.biblesociety.org.
nz/bible-a-month-regular-giving/

Join over 2,700 other Kiwis 
already involved in Bible a 
Month Regular Giving.



BRAND REFRESH 
ONE BRAND, ONE VOICE, ONE MISSION

As reported in the last Word at Work we 
have refreshed our branding, and this 
continues to rollout as we runout existing 
stocks. The feedback we have received 
through this has been very favourable.  
One of our opportunities is to provide 
greater engagement across BSNZ and 
Manna stakeholders and the services we 
provide, from Bibles, books and associated 
gifts, media and other resources being 
purchased, to partnerships with other 
Christian services, to common shared 
communications, to supporting Bible 
Mission both here and in the rest of the 
world. 

Watch this space as One Brand, One Voice 
and One Mission rolls out. 

0800 424 253  •  www.biblesociety.org.nz 
bibles@biblesociety.org.nz      
Charities registration number: CC22121

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED
Would you prayerfully consider making a gift 
to help bring Bibles to poor Christians in rural 
China?  You can partner with us by praying 
for the mission, making a gift, or becoming a 
volunteer.

For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. — Romans 15:4 (ESV)

THE LAST WORD

Bible Society has learned of the passing of 
the following friends. Gifts towards the work 
of Bible Society's mission have been made in 
their memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Mrs Gwen Adams, Hamilton 
Jean Blanckenberg 
Mrs Jillian Margaret Bray, Waikanae 
Mr Graham E Eagle, Napier 
Mr Robert Hampton, Cambridge 
Mrs Olive J Hancox, Wellington 
Mr Robert Job Jaquiery (Bob), Havelock North  
Mrs Elizabeth Ruth Tovey, Napier 
Dr W Travis Wilson, Waikanae

IN MEMORIAM 
Join those who follow us (and view a broader 
range of formats including video) and share 
and advocate for our work that you support, 
online,  in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

SUCCESS WITH ANNUAL 
CHEESE ROLL FUNDRAISER!
Once again the Timaru Action Group has 
exceeded expectations by raising $2,000 
for Bible mission in China!  Over the 
course of three days and with the help of 
40 volunteers from various churches in 
Timaru, these fundraising stalwarts made 
670 dozen cheese rolls using 8,000 slices 
of bread and 100 kgs of cheese!  Naturally, 
the cheese rolls were all quickly snapped 
up by happy locals who were delighted to 
support the mission in this way!            


