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carried out through its 16 Auxiliaries, 
its promotional office and its Church 
Relations and Resource Mobilisation 
Department.

It will also conduct one-day Bible 
workshops where mentors will teach 
the children how to read the Bible and 
apply it to their daily lives. By reading 
the Bible, on a daily basis the children 
not only learn the joy found in the 
Bible they develop positive habits and 
skills which will help them later on in 
life.

These children come from a range of 
situations. Their lives and families may 
be afflicted by issues such as poverty, 
unemployment, and alcoholism. 
Some are living with their families or 
with relatives. However, others are 
in children’s homes as their parents, 
although often still alive, are unable to 
care for them.       

Nine-year-old Roopa, who received 
a Bible through the project, attends a 
church in Bangalore. “I get a delicious 
meal here. My mother works as a 
housekeeper, but she earns little. My 
father has no work. I go to school in 
our neighbourhood,” says Roopa.  

“There are two Bible stories that 
appeal to me. The first is that Jesus 
feeds 5,000 people with five loaves 
and two fish. That reminds me of this 
church where so many people get to 
eat. The second story is that Jesus 
heals a blind man. I like that because 
I want to become a doctor when I 
grow up. I like to have my own Bible in 
Kannada. Then I can read the stories 
at home for myself,” explains Roopa.      

Your gift this month will help bring 
children’s Bibles to poor children in 
India.         

According to a report by World Bank 
Group and UNICEF, ‘Ending Extreme 
Poverty: A Focus on Children,’ India is 
home to over 30 percent of 385 million 
children living in extreme poverty, the 
highest number in South Asia.

Recognising this need, the Bible 
Society of India (BSI) is reaching out 
to poor children through its, ‘Scripture 
gifts for children’ project. The project 
includes distributing children’s Bibles, 
Scripture notebooks, schoolbags, and 
shoes to needy children.

With the help of volunteers drawn 
from different church denominations, 
Bible Society is donating children’s 
Bibles in different languages to 25,000 
poor children. The distribution will be 
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Fast Facts about India

In Haiti, children are currently being 
impacted by issues that are affecting 
the entire country. Following the 
assassination of President Jovenel 
Moise on 7th July 2021 at his home, 
the country has entered into a difficult 
period where it is struggling with the 
twin crises of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and gang violence.

Since his death there has been a big 
escalation in gang violence, looting 
and kidnappings, displacing 19,000 
people in Port-au-Prince and affecting 
a further 1.5 million.

The gangs have control of fuel 
supplies and there are fuel shortages. 
As well, 46 percent of the population 
is suffering from food insecurity.

Unfortunately, half a million children 
are not in school for reasons including 
high education costs, a lack of 
support for the most vulnerable, 
and poor educational services. A 
magnitude 7.2 earthquake struck 

southwestern Haiti on 14th August 
2021 leaving 70 percent of schools 
in that area damaged or destroyed. 
Gang threats are fast becoming 
another reason for children not 
to attend school as gangs are 
threatening students and staff and 
demanding money. 

It is in this context that the 
Haitian Bible Society is working 
to bring Scriptures to children in 
kindergartens, elementary schools,  
and high schools. These include 
Bibles, New Testaments, and books 
entitled, ‘The 100 Favourite Stories 
from the Bible’, and ‘The Love of God’.   

They aim to distribute 25,000 New 
Testaments meaning that once the 
children have shared them with their 
families around 100,000 people will 
be impacted through Scripture. You 
can learn more about how the Haitian 
Bible Society is working to bring 
Scriptures to children in next month’s 
fact sheet.    

Pray for the Auxiliary secretaries, the volunteers, 
staff, and resource people who are working to 
distribute children’s Bibles. 

Pray that the children will engage with the 
Bibles once they receive them and give thanks 
for the joy that receiving a Bible brings them.

* Primary source: CIA World Factbook
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Southern Asia 
 
Upland plain (Deccan 
Plateau) in south, flat 
to rolling plain along 
the Ganges, deserts 
in west, Himalayas in 
north 
   
Tropical monsoon in 
south, temperate in 
north 
 
1.38 billion  

74% 
 
Hinduism 80%, Islam 
14%, Christianity 2%, 
Sikhism 2%, other/
unspecified 2%  
 
Hindi, Bengali, 
Marathi, Telugu, 
Tamil, Gujarati, Urdu, 
Kannada (around 300 
languages spoken) 
 
Federal Parliamentary 
Republic
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For an insight into other Bible Mission projects that are being supported by donors who don’t give to us every 
month, visit www.biblesociety.org.nz/see-more or scan the QR code on the right.  As a Bible a Month Regular 
Giver we are not asking you to contribute to our Appeals, but we’d like to showcase the projects being supported 
by you indirectly!


