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and prosperity have remained elusive 

as the legacy of state control and 

endemic corruption stalls efforts at 

economic reform, privatisation, and 

civil liberties.

Since 2014, the country has also 

been dealing with another issue – 

the Russo-Ukrainian War in eastern 

Ukraine.  In the light of the conflict 

the Government established the 

Military Chaplaincy Institute, which 

had not existed previously, to help 

soldiers in the re-established 

Ukrainian army.  Partnerships 

between churches and volunteer 

organisations, like Bible Society, 

also grew out of a response to the 

need to help soldiers.             

As a result of all of this, army leaders 

have become convinced that 

support from Christians for soldiers 

is beneficial.  The soldiers, who are 

risking their lives every day, are also 

very willing to engage with the Bible.

Recently, Bible Society visited the 

frontline to distribute Bibles.  They 

met with soldiers in the woods, they 

read the Bible together, prayed and 

gave Bibles to those who didn’t 

have one yet. Their commander, 

Oleksandr*, approached them, and 

asked for a children’s Bible, saying 

that it would be the second children’s 

Bible he had received from them.

He had a story to tell.  Two years 

earlier, Bible Society staff had prayed 

with him on the frontline for him and 

his wife to have a baby.  God had 

answered their prayer!  They had twin 

boys and named them Peter and Paul.  

Oleksandr wanted a children’s Bible 

so that he could read it to them over 

the phone and they could look at the 

pictures.      

Your gift to Bible a Month Regular 

Giving this month will help bring 

Bibles to soldiers in Ukraine.        

 

Ukraine is a country whose history in 

recent centuries has been dominated 

by its proximity to Russia.  During the 

latter part of the 18th century, it was 

absorbed by the Russian Empire.    

With the collapse of czarist Russia in 

1917, the country achieved a short-

lived period of independence between 

1917 – 1920, but it was reconquered 

and endured a brutal Soviet regime, 

including two forced famines (1921 – 

22 and 1932-33) in which over eight 

million died.  During WWII, a further 

seven to eight million people died at 

the hand of the German and Soviet 

armies.

Although Ukraine became 

independent in 1991 following the 

dissolution of the USSR, democracy 

UKRAINE

* Name changed     
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Fast Facts about Ukraine

“We have seen that the Word of 

God sown as a seed in a child’s 

heart bears much fruit and is a tool 

in transforming the lives of young 

children,” says Dr Varghese, Bible 

Society of India (BSI) Marketing 

Director.      

Next month, we are focusing on the 

country of India in a project which 

is working to bring Scriptures 

to abandoned and homeless 

children.  Bible Society of India (BSI) 

staff visit Christian children’s homes 

and distribute children’s Bibles in 

languages such as Kannada, Tamil, 

Hindi, Telugu, and English.  As well, 

it distributes Scripture notebooks, 

and holistic items such as shoes and 

school bags. 

Many factors can contribute to a child 

being abandoned, including poverty, 

broken homes, disease, and people 

having illegitimate children.  Some 

children have single parents, mostly 

daily labourers who cannot give their 

children a proper environment for 

their physical and spiritual growth, 

and some of them are found and 

rescued from the streets. 

For example, Ruth was found 

abandoned in a Hindu temple.  

She was taken to a children’s 

home suffering from leprosy and 

tuberculosis but has since recovered.  

These days Ruth is a bright little girl 

who loves to read the Bible and wants 

to be a nurse one day.        

You can learn more about how BSI is 

working to bring children’s Bibles to 

abandoned children in next month’s 

fact sheet.

Pray for leadership training and development 

among Christians, which is greatly needed 

especially with the rapid growth of the Church 

since 1991.     

Pray for the healing of divisions between the 

Ukrainian people who have suffered greatly under 

Soviet rule and during the more recent conflicts.  

Pray for repentance, forgiveness, and unity 

in the Church, across denominations and 

traditions.

Give thanks for Ukraine’s Christian heritage 

and for the many that persevered in their faith 

despite persecution, actions which are still 

bearing fruit today.   

* Primary source: CIA World Factbook

Location: 
 
Terrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Climate: 
 

Population: 
 

Literacy: 
 
Religions: 
 
 
Languages: 
 
Government: 

NEXT MONTH: 

Eastern Europe 
 
Mostly fertile 
plains (steppes) 
and plateaus, with 
mountains found 
in the west (the 
Carpathians) 
   
Temperate continental 
 

43.7 million 
 
99% 
 
Christianity 99% 
Islam/Judaism 1% 
 
Ukrainian, Russian 
 
Semi-presidential 
republic

•

Prayer Points:

•

•

India

•

O T H E R  W A Y S  Y O U ’ R E  H E L P I N G 

For an insight into other Bible Mission projects that are being supported by donors who don’t give to us every 

month, visit www.biblesociety.org.nz/see-more or scan the QR code on the right.  As a Bible a Month Regular 

Giver we are not asking you to contribute to our Appeals, but we’d like to showcase the projects being supported 

by you indirectly!

* Sourced from prayercast.com


