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FROM THE CEO

In our 175th year of Bible Mission work in Aotearoa New 

Zealand and with our strategic plan progressing well, I can’t 

thank our team members, constituents, volunteers and Mission 

partnerships enough. We’re grateful for the Lord’s abundant 

blessings despite this challenging Covid season, as well as many 

great achievements this year such as the roll out of our new 

group branding and new property prospects. We acknowledge 

and appreciate all of your prayers and gifts which have carried us 

thus far.

We remain vulnerable if we don’t expand our supporter base in 

order to continue into the future. So we remain committed to our 

strategic intent to be relevant, to connect the Bible meaningfully 

to our cultural identity and to increase our reach with our existing 

and other audiences through expanding our digital presence. Our 

strategic priorities will be our guide to address the challenges 

around Bible Engagement, Bible Literacy and Bible Poverty in our 

nation and abroad.

Neels Janse van Rensburg

CEO

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

I want to start by thanking you, the donors, whose financial and 

other contributions make it possible for the Bible Society to 

undertake its Mission.

Your generous support is vital and much appreciated - so thank 

you for that.

I also wanted to thank Neels, our CEO, for steering us through 

a challenging year and all the Bible Society and Manna team 

members for the hard work they have put in. They have had 

to cope with Covid-19 and the restrictions that were put on us 

all. On top of that the building at Tory Street in Wellington was 

sold, and new premises acquired in Auckland. The branding of 

both Bible Society and Manna has been changed and updated, 

and the alignment of the accounting systems between both 

organisations is well underway.

Finally, I wanted to thank our Board who have faithfully served 

the Bible Society over this last year.

James Coleman

Barrister

Children in Cambodia 
who have received 

Scripture materials.



9,718
 

full Bibles.

332
 

New Testaments 

gifted.

M I S S I O N  H I G H L I G H T S

NEW ZEALAND 

20
 

speaking 

engagements in 

churches.

1,500
people attended.

16,096
 

Scripture items 

(including 

Bibles and New 

Testaments) 

gifted.   

13,472
 

children’s Bibles, 

New Testaments 

and resources 

gifted.  

13,434
 

Seriously 

Surprising Story 

books gifted.       

2,911 
 

Māori Bibles, 

New Testaments 

and resources 

(including Tāku 

Paipera) gifted.   

1,798
 

Bibles and New 

Testaments gifted 

to prisons.   

336
 

Bibles and New 

Testaments gifted 

to hospitals.   

7,579
 

Bibles and New 

Testaments gifted 

to police.  

315
 

million Scripture 

items distributed 

by United 

Bible Societies 

worldwide.

40
 

million Bibles 

distributed  by 

United Bible 

Societies 

worldwide.

10
 

million (25%) 

of all full Bibles 

distributed 

were internet 

downloads.

5
 

countries 

accounted for 

46% of the 

distribution of 

full Bibles (Brazil, 

China, USA, India, 

Nigeria).

5
 

languages that 

account for 62% 

of all full Bibles 

distributed by 

United Bible 

Societies in 2019 

are Spanish, 

Portuguese, 

English, Chinese 

and French.

81% 
 

of resources 

distributed in 

Oceania were full 

Bibles. In the rest 

of the world: North 

America 76%,  

Africa 63%, 

Europe 62%, 

Middle East 45%, 

Central and South 

America 6% and

Asia 19%.

66
 

new language 

translations 

reaching 707 

million people.

46
 

language 

translations for 

first full Bible 

translations 

reaching 13 million 

people.

21
 

languages used by 

694 million people 

for new revisions 

and translations. 

M I S S I O N  H I G H L I G H T S

GLOBAL 

54



136
countries have downloaded 

the Bible 2020 App, covering 

92% of the world’s population 

(over 7 billion people). 

1,650  
versions of the Bible available 

on the Bible 2020 App, 

covering 

1,302 
languages. 

15% 
of app usage can be 

attributed to New Zealand, 

second only to England!

TE PAIPERA  
TAPU APP
The app also features 

a number of English 

translations, including the 

Good News Bible and the 

Contemporary English 

Version. This makes it great 

for second language learners 

of Māori, who can compare 

the same passage in Māori 

and English. 

 

24,135 
Users. 

71.5% 
Android. 

28.5% 
iOS/iPadOS.

BIBLE  
2020
Pioneered originally by the 

Scottish Bible Society, various 

Bible Societies around the 

world have taken the time 

to promote this initiative — 

the world will read, speak 

and hear the words of the 

Bible each day, sharing 

their experience on a global 

platform.

5,017,242
 

known Bible engagements.

239,328 
registrations for the global 

community to read the Bible 

aloud.

35,000 
videos recorded of people 

reading the daily verse aloud. 

76



98

“…our world needs God’s 

perfect peace, and at 

such a time” 

“God bless you all, may 

these Bibles bring hope, 

encouragement and 

purpose, wrapped up in 

God’s eternal love. Thank 

you all for your wonderful 

work, especially for our 

‘special front-liners’ in the 

police -  thank you, thank 

you.”     

“What a great gift you 

are doing for the Police - 

thank you - Blessings” 

their world. BSNZ had a great 

response from our donors to 

fund this project. Some of the 

comments we received:

BIBLES FOR 
THE NEW 
ZEALAND 
POLICE
As Covid-19 rolled in, the 

vital role of the New Zealand 

Police became even more 

apparent. They worked on the 

frontline in our communities 

keeping us safe and 

maintaining order.

In 2020 Bible Society New 

Zealand began working with 

the Police Christian Support 

Network (PCSN) to create a 

Bible especially for the New 

Zealand Police.

This special-edition Bible  

includes many additional extra 

features, such as a message 

from the Governor General, 

Dame Patsy Reddy, and the 

Constable’s Oath.  Although 

the Bible is already a familiar 

part of police life, this is the 

first time there has been a 

dedicated Bible for the police. 

Its relevant content will mean 

that many police officers, both 

Christian and non-Christian, 

will be able to relate to it as 

belonging more personally to 

Police Christian Support Network 
member, Senior Sergeant Claire 

Bibby, excitedly holds her new 
Bible at the Police Bible launch.
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VOLUNTEERS
ActiveBible volunteers 

organise and participate in 

events and activities that aim 

to emphasise the importance 

of the Bible in contemporary 

culture. This is done in a fun 

and interactive way, making 

the Bible alive through 

activities making the Bible 

relevant in people’s lives.

 

11 
events organised.

over $17,000
funds raised.

480 
people attending these 

events. 

98         500
volunteers        hours. 

involved in    

donating over

1110

YOUVERSION

136,000
downloads of YouVersion.

530,000
chapters of the Bible delivered 

to devices in New Zealand 

each day.

1.1 Million
Māori Bible chapters delivered 

(12% of which was in NZ).

22,000
reading plans completed 

which makes New Zealand 

the 17th overall country per 

capita for “Plans Completed 

per User”.

6,408
emails from United Bible 

Societies for English Bibles 

downloaded by users in NZ.

LYFE

159 
groups registered.

1,255
estimated individual users 

(from registrations in 2020 FY). 

 

WEBSITE 
VISITORS

48,154     1,849
BSNZ.      The Word.

YOUTUBE 
VIEWS  

50,321       361
BSNZ.       The Word.



MANNA 
 

Since Manna became 

part of the Bible Society 

in New Zealand 2017, our 

teams continue to focus on 

bringing our team-members, 

stakeholders and Mission 

Partners together.  In 2020/21 

that continued. Beyond the 

refreshed group branding, 

our intention continues 

towards connecting our stores 

and web-based customers 

with BSNZ stakeholders in 

delivering our mission.

86,907
total Bible sales.

20,318
total sales of New Testaments. 

302
Kiwi Audio Bibles sold.

2,859
total sales of Māori Bibles and 

New Testaments.  

2,163
sales of full Bibles for children. 

16,306
South Pacific Language 

Bibles sales. 

551,459
items sold.
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 

TOTAL INCOME          9.9 MILLION

D O N AT I O N S 

2.8 MILLION

L E G A C I E S 

0.8 MILLION

M A N N A  S A L E S 

6.3 MILLION

M I S S I O N  A C T I V I T I E S 

1.3 MILLION

O T H E R  E X P E N S E S 

 2.3 MILLION

I N V E N T O R Y  D I S T R I B U T I O N 

6.7 MILLION

TOTAL EXPENSES       10.3 MILLION
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Thank you to our faithful supporters, 
board members, volunteers and 
employees for the work and support 
that you have provided throughout this 
financial year.


