
In our Spring issue of The Word at Work we 
brought you the story of how in the 1970s 
the United Bible Societies (UBS) initiated a 
12-year New Reader Scripture programme. 
By the 1980s, a new door was opening 
namely into China. Between 1966 – 1976, 
during the Cultural Revolution the Bible 
was banned, confiscated, and burned in 
China!

Churches were closed, church leaders 
imprisoned, and Christians persecuted. 
However, throughout this time Christians 
continued to meet in secret memorising 
parts of the Bible or passing handwritten 
snippets of Scripture secretly from hand to 
hand.

Then between 1978 – 1979 churches began 
to open, church leaders were released 
from prison, and house churches began to 
appear. The number of Christians began 
to grow along with the need for Bibles. 
Although the Church was able to print 
a limited number of Bibles using state-

run presses it could not come close to 
meeting the demand for Bibles by Chinese 
Christians.

The vision of the Chinese Church was 
for all Christians to have a Bible, a vision 
shared by UBS. What followed was a 
remarkable collaboration between the 
Chinese Church leadership and UBS which 
aimed to establish a Bible printing press in 
China. It was the single largest project UBS 
had ever undertaken! 

Following a global fundraising campaign, 
the first Bible rolled off the new Amity 
Printing Press in October 1987. In 2012, 
the Amity Printing Press celebrated the 
milestone of printing 100 million Bibles! By 
2021, it had printed 220 million Bibles with 
nearly 90 million of these distributed to 
Christians in China. 

Today, the UBS China Partnership is 
working to end Bible poverty in China 
by providing the Bible to poor Chinese 
Christians at either subsidised prices or 
for free. It works to translate the Bible into 
ethnic minority languages. It equips poor 
preachers and seminary students with 
Bible resources, and it provides digital 
Scriptures online.            

To watch a video about the mission 
in China scan this QR code. 
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Liu Chaun Zhong is happy to have 
received Bibles at a distribution. 
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Dear Friends of Bible mission,

As we begin a New Year, I want to thank each 
one of you who contributes to our mission 
whether through giving, praying, or volunteering. 
We look forward to another year of partnering 
with you to bring the Bible to people here in New 
Zealand and around the world!

In this issue of The Word at Work you will find 
the latest instalment of our ongoing series on the 
history of the United Bible Societies (UBS). We 
move now to China in the 1980s where through 
a partnership between the Chinese Church, the 
Amity Foundation and UBS, and with the support 
of donors like you from all around the world, the 
Amity Printing Press was opened in Nanjing in 
1987.      

Also, in this issue there is information from our 
2020 UBS Partner’s Report highlighting BSNZ’s 
mission activity around the world by region. 
When you become a part of Bible mission you 
become a part of something bigger that reaches 
people in countries all over the world bringing 
them the hope and peace of the Bible message.  

In our accompanying appeal letter, there is a 
focus on Bibles for refugees, migrants and IDPs in 
the Gulf States, Malaysia, and Nigeria. Partnering 
with these Bible Societies, we seek to end Bible 
Poverty among these groups, and to bring the 
love of Jesus Christ into their lives. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who supported our 
It Begins in Bethlehem campaign, which was well 
received with all 75,000 copies quickly snapped 
up by churches and organisations around the 
country.

Thank you once again and God bless you!

 
 
 
Neels Janse van Rensburg 
CEO



UKRAINE 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
CELEBRATES 
THIRTY YEARS

A second event was attended by heads of 
church denominations and Bible Society 
leaders.

The guests listened to The Lord’s Prayer 
and “Bless the Lord O my Soul” being 
performed by the Kyiv Symphony Chorus 
and Music Mission Kiev. They learnt about 
Bible Society’s achievements over the past 
30 years, including the distribution of thirteen 
million Bibles.

Bible Society has also completed five 
different Ukrainian translations. It has printed 
and distributed Bibles in the languages 
of Russian, Crimean Tartar, and Roma. It 
also created a special project, namely a 
handwritten Bible, which thirty thousand 
people from all over Ukraine, including 
invaded Donbas and the Crimean Peninsula, 
have contributed to.

But, unfortunately, there are dark clouds 
hanging over the nation. The Covid-19 
pandemic is taking its toll and there are high 
mortality rates. The situation surrounding 
the Russo-Ukraine War in eastern Ukraine, 
which began in 2014, is escalating as Russia 
is currently amassing troops near the border.     

Bible Society has been working to distribute 
Bibles to soldiers on the front line. For 
example, the staff recently provided 
Oleksandr1, a commander whom they met 
two years previously, with children’s Bibles so 
he can read the stories over the phone to his 
sons back home. 

To watch a video on the 
distribution of Bibles to soldiers 
scan this QR code.

 
PLEASE PRAY THAT THE DARK CLOUDS 
OF WAR AND THE PANDEMIC HANGING 
OVER UKRAINE WILL DISPERSE AND THAT 
MANY WILL CONNECT WITH THE BIBLE.        

Recently, the Ukrainian Bible Society 
celebrated thirty years of Bible mission in 
that country. This important anniversary 
was marked with two celebrations. First 
and foremost, was an event attended by 
the Prime Minister of Ukraine, Mr Denys 
Shmyhal, along with government ministers 
and church and religious leaders.

Mr Shmyhal congratulated Bible Society on 
thirty years of serving the nation. “Your work 
has enabled a lot of Ukrainians to know the 
Word of God. Thank you for serving in the 
spiritual field for the benefit of our country,” 
he said. 

Bible Society presented Mr Shmyhal with 
a Bible in contemporary Ukrainian. He 
expressed gratitude and delight about the 
translation saying that young people will 
be able to read the Bible in a language 
they better understand. The ministers who 
participated in the meeting also noted the 
important role the Ukrainian Bible Society 
has played in the interfaith dialogue and the 
affirmation of spiritual values.

v

Left: Bible Society and Church 
leaders at an anniversary event.    

PHOTO CREDIT: © UKRAINIAN BIBLE SOCIETY

A BIBLE A MONTH REGUL AR 
GIVING PROJECT

1 Name changed 



protection. Already, one language has 
become extinct, one is critically endangered, 
four are severely endangered, five are 
endangered, and another five are vulnerable 
to extinction.

The most widely spoken language on the 
main island of Grande Terre is Ajië. 

It is used in churches, with sermons, prayers, 
and hymns all conducted in Ajië. Yet Ajië 
speakers, who have been Christians for 
generations, still do not have the full Bible in 
their language.

The Ajië New Testament was published in 
1922, followed by the Psalms in the 1960s.

In 2014, Bible Society published a revision 
of the Ajië New Testament with new 
orthography. It was warmly welcomed by 
Christians across the island who are excited 
at the ongoing work to translate the Old 
Testament, due for completion in 2025. Bible 
Society is also translating the New Testament 
into Bwatoo and Nelemwa for the first time.

To watch a video on Bible 
translation in New Caledonia 
scan this QR code:  

Bible translation 
needed in New 
Caledonia 

The people of New Caledonia have been 
Christians for generations but many still do 
not have the Bible in their heart language. 
Missionaries reached the island in the 
1840s and, as people began to respond to 
the gospel, they translated the Bible into 
the three languages of Drehu, Laai, and 
Nengone. 

Today, these languages, which are spoken by 
26,000 people, are still the only indigenous 
languages to have the full Bible. Currently, 
there are around 30 indigenous languages, 
many of which are considered to be 
endangered, spoken by New Caledonia’s 
285,000 speakers, who are known as Kanaks. 

Like the cagou bird, an endangered species 
of bird which is endemic to the dense 
mountain forests of New Caledonia, many 
of these languages are in need of special 

Members of the Ajië Old Testament translation team hold copies of the Revised Ajië New 
Testament. The team members, from left to right, are Rev. Philippe Capoa, Calvin Eurimindia and 
Ezekias Eurimindia, with UBS Global Tranlsation Advisor Dr Joseph Hong.    
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OBITUARY 

In November 2021, Christians around the 
world mourned the sudden passing of Mr 
Labib Madanat.

A former Executive Director of the 
Palestinian Bible Society (PBS), Mr 
Madanat dedicated his life to Bible mission 
in the Middle East and sought to bring the 
love of Jesus Christ to all people regardless 
of their faith.

Mr Madanat was born on March 3, 1964, 
to Jordanian missionary parents who 
ministered in the Old City. He studied 
agriculture at Mosul University in Iraq 
before stepping into the role of leader of 
the Palestinian Bible Society in 1993 at the 

Mr Labib Madanat.  
PHOTO CREDIT: © AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY  

age of 29. He established a motto for the 
Society, which came to embody everything 
he did  - “To live and give, to serve and 
proclaim the Word of God.” 

In 1998, the PBS opened a Christian 
bookstore in Gaza City where Christians 
account for less than one percent of 
the territory’s population. The store was 
bombed twice, then in October 2007, the 
bookstore Manager, Mr Rami Ayyad, was 
kidnapped and murdered. It was a breaking 
point and led to the closure of the shop 
in Gaza. Mr Madanat himself sought out 
the leaders of Hamas to find out who was 
behind the attacks.     

After 15 years Mr Madanat moved into a 
Coordinator role within the Holy Land. 
In 2008, he led the restructuring of the 
mission in that region into three Bible 
Societies: The Arab Israeli Bible Society, 
the Bible Society in Israel, and the 
Palestinian Bible Society. 

During his decades of ministry Mr 
Madanat regularly passed through Israel’s 
Ben Gurion airport where he was often 
detained and searched. He dealt with this 
by saying that Ben Gurion was his mission 
field. One of his favourite Bible verses was 
from Hebrews 12:28: “Let us be thankful, 
then, because we receive a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken” (GNT). 

From 2012, Mr Madanat served as Senior 
Middle East Advisor for the American Bible 
Society.

He coordinated ministry efforts for the 
three Bible Societies in the Holy Land until 
2017 and continued actively in service to 
ministry leaders and Bible Society partners 
in the Middle East and Muslim-majority 
nations until his passing. Mr Madanat died 
on 15th November 2021 after suffering 
three seizures while on a ministry trip to 
Iraq. He is survived by his wife, Carolyn, 
and five children.



0800 424 253  •  www.biblesociety.org.nz 
bibles@biblesociety.org.nz      
Charities registration number: CC22121

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED
Would you prayerfully consider making a 
gift so that you can help bring Bibles to 
refugees, migrants and IDPs in Malaysia, 
the Gulf States, and Nigeria?

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 
and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone.  — Ephesians 2:19-20 (NIV)

THE LAST WORD

Bible Society has learned of the passing of 
the following friends. Gifts towards the work 
of Bible Society's mission have been made in 
their memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Doug and Losa (Rosie) Corrin 
Margaret Worsfold 
Allan Carr 
Patricia Allen 
David West Jnr

IN MEMORIAM 

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 
range of formats including video) and share 
and advocate for our work that you support, 
online,  in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THE DIFFERENCE YOU’VE 
MADE!
When you make a gift to Bible mission you 
are part of a global mission that is bringing 
Bibles to people all over the world. Through 
your support you are helping to break the 
cycle of Bible poverty and increasing Bible 
engagement and literacy for people in 
many different contexts. You can see the 
reach of the mission in the following graph 
which show the regions you, along with 
others, helped bring Bibles to in 2020.   

YOUR GIFTS BY REGION

MĀORI/ENGLISH BILINGUAL 
BIBLE HERE SOON!
The long-awaited Māori/English Bilingual 
Bible is arriving soon! The Māori/English 
Bible, which combines the text of Te 
Paipera Tapu (2012) and the English text 
of the NRSV Bible, will be available for 
pre-order from February 2022. With three 
different covers to choose from ranging 
from traditional to contemporary and 
incorporating Māori design elements, 
there is bound to be something to please 
everyone. The Māori/English Bilingual 
Bible is intended to reach a range of 
audiences from fluent te reo speakers 
through to those who are learning the 
language. 

To pre-order your copy go to  
www.bilingualbible.nz
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