
Recently, the Senior Communications 

Officer for Bible Society Vietnam visited an 

ethnic group called the Bru people who live 

on the border with Laos. This is his report:

“In recent years, Bible Society Vietnam has 

focused much effort on Bible distribution 

for the ethnic communities living in the 

remote and deprived areas near the 

country’s border. I am going to a province 

named Quang Tri, sharing the border with 

Laos, to meet the Bru people and learn 

about their needs for Bibles.

“A Bru pastor meets me at Khe Sanh, a 

small town in the heart of Huong Hoa 

district, once known as ‘the dead place.’ It 

was dead because the whole place, during 

the war, was severely damaged by bombs, 

landmines, and chemical weapons. But 

now you can see signs of development, 

such as commercial bus routes, and wind 

energy.

“The Bru pastor took me to the villages 

lying deep behind the mountains 

where you can see the territory of the 

neighbouring country, Laos. The Bru here 

still live in stilted wooden houses nestled 

among peaceful nature. The community 

seems very close-knit and welcoming.

“Like many other ethnic minorities, the 

Bru people are still chained by many 

superstitions and ancient religious 

practices that are harmful. A woman, 

when she was in Laos, came to a shaman 

for a tattoo so that she would be able to 

keep her husband loyal to her. But the 

husband then abandoned her and their 

two children. They moved back to Vietnam 

and lived in poverty. The pastor and the 

church prayed for her. The first thing she 

did as a Christian was to destroy the clay 

bowls believed to contain the spirits of 

the family members.

“There are many Bru people whose hearts 

used to be very hardened until they faced 

life crises such as the terminal illness of a 

beloved. Not knowing anything else they 

could do to turn their life around, they 

sought the help of Christians. And after 

witnessing the work of God in their lives, 

they stood up and announced their faith, 

suffering pressure and persecution.
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Dear Friends of Bible mission,

Welcome to the Winter issue of The Word at Work 

and my hope is that in reading this, you will both be 

encouraged and moved by the work of Bible Mission. 

This year, New Zealand and the world continue to face 

serious challenges and here at Bible Society, we as 

staff make time weekly to reflect and pray over all these 

initiatives and challenges as well as celebrate the hope 

the Bible brings to the beneficiaries in all the contexts 

we serve.

Whilst the rest of New Zealand reflected on Matariki 

and what it represents, we took time to gather together 

to reflect on the past, celebrate the present, and to plan 

for the future. We also reflected on our ongoing journey 

with you, our supporters and how you faithfully and 

prayerfully continue to help us deliver on our worldwide 

mission which we summarised in our displays during 

our roadshow last year in celebrating 175 years of Bible 

Mission in New Zealand.

Despite these challenges , we are taking small steps 

everyday moving forward and continuing on our 

path of doing translation, publication, distribution and 

Bible engagement ensuring we reach as many people 

possible with the GOOD NEWS of the GOSPEL. 

Learning more about the needs of those we serve, we 

continue to sow, plant, grow, and harvest to help us in 

our endeavours to address Bible Engagement, Bible 

Literacy and Bible Poverty.

This July, during Bible Month, we provided Christian 

resources including a Hope-themed calendar, a 

devotional, and booklets on Hope to individuals and 

churches throughout New Zealand. In so doing, we are 

uplifting the Bible, which should be at the centre of our 

Christian life and service.

Thank you for continuing to journey with us in Bible 

mission and God bless you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Neels Janse van Rensburg 

CEO
A military chaplain, left, 

demonstrates how to use a 
solar-powered audio Bible to 

a Ukrainian soldier. 
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lower. They understand God’s Word the most 

when listening in Bru.

“’As Laos people prefer to live in towns or 

cities, the people who are living in small 

villages or remote areas are mostly Bru. The 

interaction between the Bru and the Laos 

people is quite limited. The Bru in Laos have 

a great need for Bibles written in their own 

language. The Laos language is too difficult 

for them, therefore Bru Bibles are their first 

choice,’ says Pastor Ai Pa Noang.”

Bible Society Vietnam is seeking 

opportunities to print and distribute 

more Bibles in the languages of the 

ethnic minorities. If you are touched by 

this mission which is providing ‘Bibles 

for ethnic minorities’, please prayerfully 

consider supporting this work.

To watch a video of this story, please 

scan this QR code.  

“Nowadays, the three provinces Quang 

Tri, Quang Binh, and Thua Thien Hue have 

the biggest Bru populations totaling 76,000 

people. They earn their living by growing 

crops, planting cassava, or selling their 

labour. The education level is quite low. 

Most leave school as early as fifteen. They 

converse in the Bru language and are not 

proficient in the Kinh language, the national 

language of Vietnam.  

“’Because the Bru people have a limited 

educational background, they find it difficult 

to understand the Kinh language. If they 

had a Bible in the Bru language, their native 

language, they would at least understand the 

words written on the pages. Consequently, 

they would have a higher chance to make 

sense of the Word of God, much higher than 

when they read in Vietnamese,’ said Pastor Ai 

Pa Noang.

“For the Bru living in Laos, the possibility 

that they can use the Laos language is even 

UKRAINIANS HUNGRY 

FOR THE BIBLE
 

As the relentless war in Ukraine continues, 

thanks to your generosity we have been 

able to increase the number of Scriptures 

we are providing to Ukrainians both inside 

and outside of Ukraine. This includes the 

distribution of Bibles, New Testaments, New 

Testaments with Psalms, Gospels of John, 

Beyond Disaster booklets in Ukrainian and 

Russian, children’s Bibles in Ukrainian and 

Russian, and Words of Comfort Scripture 

booklets. 

For the past two years, through the 

generosity of our Bible a Month Regular 

Givers, we have been providing New 

Testaments and solar-powered audio 

F R O M  F R O N T  P A G E

Bibles to military chaplains ministering 

to soldiers on the front line in eastern 

Ukraine. In the light of the full-scale, brutal 

war that is now taking place, these needs 

have now increased significantly. 

Thousands of chaplains from various 

denominations are actively serving army 

units, both on the frontlines and in the rear. 

The Ukrainian Bible Society is in close 

contact with hundreds of chaplains across 

the country and sometimes visits army units 

with them. Repeatedly, they hear how deeply 

grateful the soldiers are to receive the Word 

of God, as they face an adversary that is 

stronger than they are. 

In Kyiv, Lviv and Kharkiv, staff at the 

Bible Society offices are busy supplying 

Scriptures for partners working across the 

whole country. They are reaching out to 

people in the worst affected areas bringing 



food, humanitarian aid, medicines, and 

Bibles. They are continuing to evacuate 

people from places that are under threat. 

They are reaching out to people living in 

places that have been liberated from the 

Russians.

For example, Bible Society and a team from 

Holy Trinity Church in Kharkiv visited the 

villages of Vilkhivka and Mala Rohan on the 

outskirts of Kharkiv, which were recently 

liberated, bringing provisions and Scriptures. 

Here, homes have been destroyed. Many 

local people spent months hiding in cellars. 

Many have lost loved ones. Mine clearance 

in the area is continuing and there is still 

no electricity. But the Bibles that were 

provided were eagerly received and have 

been a great blessing.    

Recently, a Ukrainian woman with three 

children visited a church in Dresden, 

Germany. On her way to Germany, she 

had transited through the railway station in 

Kyiv where she received a New Testament 

from Bible Society. After reading the New 

Testament she sought out a church, 

something she had not done previously, 

feeling that this was the way to a new life.

The Austrian Bible Society is busy processing 

requests from churches and schools for 

Bibles and biblical materials. A pastor from 

a church in Upper Austria wrote in asking: 

“We have two families in the parish who 

own orchards. They have taken in harvest 

workers from Ukraine and their families. 

These families are taking part in our 

church services. There have also been two 

Ukrainians in the youth group. I would like to 

provide them with Bibles, children’s Bibles, 

and Scriptures in Ukrainian so that they can 

read along with the Bible texts in the church 

service.”

Another church in Upper Austria asked 

Bible Society for Ukrainian and Russian 

Bibles, and Beyond Disaster booklets 

for refugee Ukrainian women in a Bible 

study group. “The Bibles were more or 

less torn from our hands!” said a church 

representative. “Thank you for the Bible. I 

have wished for a book like this for a long 

time. I am so thankful for this day,” said a 

recipient. 

Here in New Zealand, we have printed 3,000 

copies of the Beyond Disaster booklet in 

Ukrainian. Partnering with Barnabas Fund, 

we provided 2,000 copies to go in food 

parcels which will be distributed within 

Ukraine. The remaining 1,000 copies are 

available for distribution to Ukrainian people 

living in New Zealand. 

The provision of Scriptures to Ukrainians is 

vital at this time as there are many people 

who, in the midst of this crisis, are seeking 

solace from the Bible often for the first time, 

so thank you for supporting this work.    

A team member points 
out a Scripture verse to an 
elderly woman.     
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Breakfast with 
Jesus in Uruguay
 

In Uruguay, 27 per cent of the population 

is living below the poverty line*. Many 

children are growing up in families 

where unemployment and addictions are 

common. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic 

in 2020, many children received assistance 

from the State such as daily meals through 

public schools, but this stopped during the 

pandemic.

Therefore, many families began sending 

their children to neighbourhood soup 

kitchens called “ollas populares” (popular 

pots), where people living in communities 

join together to cook and provide meals. 

Many also relied on churches which 

endeavoured to provide children with a 

Scripture activity and a drink and a snack 

at the weekends.     

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

Bible Society of Uruguay partnered with 

churches providing Scriptures and food to 

people living in disadvantaged areas. They 

gained insights about the plight of children 

living in poverty, which led to the creation 

of a new endeavour.

This year, it is providing churches with 

Scriptures and bags of powdered 

chocolate milk food fortified with vitamins. 

This will enable the churches to run 

Scripture activity groups and provide 

morning teas for children. The churches 

are located in the most impoverished areas 

of Montevideo and nearby towns, and in 

rural areas which, if anything, are more 

impoverished than the urban areas.    

According to the Bible Society of 

Uruguay’s Project Manager, Shirley, the 

project has been very well received. “I 

can tell you that, already, the project has 

been a resounding success. It has never 

happened to us before that on the first 

day that we opened registrations, within 

three hours the registrations were full,” 

says Shirley.

“The churches were desperate to 

participate both for the Scripture materials 

and for the chocolate milk food. Most of the 

children are from impoverished contexts 

living in complex family situations. The 

churches are like beacons in the middle of 

that context,” she says.

“It has been a blessing for the children 

to have their own workbooks. They were 

delighted to learn that the workbooks 

were theirs. We work with the children 

every Saturday. We are very grateful,” said 

* https://www.humanium.org/en/uruguay/ 

Children from the “Fountain in the Desert 
Church” in Montevideo colouring-in the 

Life of Jesus booklets.    
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HERE’S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED

Please prayerfully consider making a gift to 

help bring Braille Bibles and audio Scriptures 

to visually impaired people in Niger, 

Bangladesh, Angola, and Guatemala.

Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, 

the blind, the crippled, the mute and many 

others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed 

them. — Matthew 15:30 (NIV)

THE LAST WORD

Bible Society has learned of the passing of 

the following friends. Gifts towards the work 

of Bible Society's mission have been made in 

their memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Heather-Mary McKenzie 

Anya Phillips 

Doug and Losa (Rosie) Corrin 

Mrs Anne Bates 

Valerie C Johnston 

Mercy Eliatamby 

Valerie Sale 

Mrs Heather M Russell 

Glenys Woodford 

Mr Ivan Berryman 

Ellen Millington 

Joshua Slaughter 

Shireen Abu Akleh 

Max Rideout 

Joan V G Headifen

IN MEMORIAM 

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 

range of formats including video) and share 

and advocate for our work that you support, 

online, in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Cecelia, from a church in Florida, a city in 

south-central Uruguay. 

And the children themselves are 

enthusiastic. Take the case of Barack a 

young boy who is going to the morning 

teas. He enjoys reading the Life of Jesus 

book in class, but he also reads it at home 

with his mother. He is very motivated about 

studying the stories about Jesus, and he 

sends his teachers videos.

Already, Bible Society has distributed: 

1,255 Life of Jesus booklets, 459 

children‘s study Bibles entitled “Bible 

Explained. It’s time to learn the Bible,” 

and 1,300 kgs of powdered chocolate 

milk. It aims to reach 2,000 children 

annually over five years (10,000 in total), 

aged from three to twelve years old. 

Thank you to our Bible a Month Regular 

Givers who are supporting this project.   

Chocolate milk fortified with vitamins 
and a children’s study Bible. 
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