
In 2021, global Bible distribution figures 
topped 32.6 million, highlighting the 
extraordinary commitment of Bible 
Societies to provide the Word of God 
during a global pandemic. Despite 
staffing challenges, supply chain disruption, 
and ongoing lockdowns, Bible Societies 
persevered to meet the huge demand for 
Scripture. The latest United Bible Societies 
(UBS) Scripture distribution figures reveal 
that five out of seven regions in the world 
provided more full Bibles in 2021 compared 
to 2020.

“Just as our hope in Christ is an anchor for 
the soul, so Bible Societies were steadfast 
through the storm of the global pandemic. 
Across the world, our people persevered 
throughout 2021, doing everything possible 
to provide God’s Word and meet the 
huge demand for Scripture,” said Michael 
Perreau, UBS Director General.  

It is an achievement that was made 
possible because of the remarkable 

support across the Bible Society 
Fellowship. When the pandemic hit, 
restrictions meant that Bible ministry in 
around ninety nations was at risk. But 
supporters, such as you, from around the 
world responded generously, enabling 
Bible Societies to keep their doors open 
and continue providing Scripture to people 
in need.

Many Bible Societies found new and 
creative ways of carrying out their ministry. 
As a result, Bible Societies in some of 
the world’s poorest countries were able 
to double or even triple their Scripture 
distribution in 2021. 

In Panama, Bible distribution almost 
quadrupled between 2020 and 2021. In 
Benin, Bible distribution increased by 
68 per cent to a level higher than before 
the pandemic. “The support enabled us 
to disseminate the Word of God widely, 
which means more people’s lives will be 
transformed,” said Bible Society of Benin 
General Secretary, Emmanuel Kancou.   

In Mozambique, which was also hit by a 
cyclone and terrorist attacks in 2021, Bible 
distribution more than doubled. More than 
51,000 people received or downloaded a 
full Bible. “God won’t let COVID-19 stop 
people getting His Word,” said General 
Secretary Valente Tseco. 
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In March 2021, the Bible Society of Kenya distributed Bibles to impoverished 
children in twenty schools in Trans-Nzoia and Kitui Counties.        
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Dear Friends of Bible mission,

Welcome to the Spring issue of The Word at 
Work. We continue to be very grateful for your 
ongoing  partnership in Bible mission, which 
helps bring Bibles to people in New Zealand 
and around the world.

This month, we look back on Bible distribution 
in 2021 where, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, 
global distribution figures topped 32.6 million, 
an extraordinary achievement given the many 
challenges and difficulties Bibles Societies were 
facing at that time. Here in our part of the world, 
in Oceania, Bible distribution increased by more 
than a third in countries such as Australia, New 
Zealand, Micronesia, and Papua New Guinea.  

In 2021, along with our other Bible Society 
supporters, you helped bring Bibles to people 
in around thirty countries. That is a fantastic 
achievement and one that is deeply appreciated 
by all those who received a Bible as a result of 
your generosity. 

This month, we are appealing for your support 
to print 71,000 copies of a children’s Christmas 
booklet, entitled, “The Impossible Promise”. 
Our Bible literacy research indicates that there 
are still many New Zealand children who have 
not  yet heard the Christmas story. Based on an 
interactive children’s Bible by bestselling author, 
Bob Hartman, this Scripture booklet, which 
will be distributed through churches, schools, 
and individuals, will enable more New Zealand 
children to engage with the Christmas story. 

It is all part of our aim of helping make the 
Bible accessible to everyone and encouraging 
interaction with it. Thank you once again for 
everything you do to support the mission and 
God bless you! 

 
 
 
Neels Janse van Rensburg 
CEO A family living along 

the Amazon River 
with Scriptures.   
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pandemic, due to increasing collaboration in 
the region.

Back in 2019, just over half a million full 
Bibles were distributed in Oceania. That went 
up to 635,000 in 2020 – and rose a further 13 
per cent in 2021, with every nation providing 
more Bibles. The islands of Micronesia saw 
the biggest Bible distribution growth, with 
three times as many Bibles provided in 2021 
compared to 2020.

Altogether, 169.8 million Scripture items 
were distributed globally during 2021.   

The distribution figures also reveal that 5.1 
million New Testaments were distributed 
globally in 2021. More than half were 
distributed in Asia, while Central and South 
America accounted for nearly a third of New 
Testaments, thanks to focussed distribution 
campaigns. 

Bible provision also increased in Oceania. 
Despite the fact that we endured some of 
the most severe lockdowns in the world, 
Bible distribution in Australia, New Zealand, 
Micronesia, and Papua New Guinea 
increased by more than a third during the 

Scriptures For Central 
And South America
In 2021, a massive Scripture distribution 
effort across Central and South America 
saw 1.6 million New Testaments provided 
for free. This included a campaign which 
provided free Scripture in ten countries, 
including Cuba, Nicaragua, Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, Guatemala, 
Paraguay, and Peru.

In Brazil, Bible Society began a campaign 
to distribute 325,000 free Portuguese New 
Testaments. But the idea became so popular 
that thousands of churches got involved 
and it expanded into a nationwide free 
distribution of a million copies!

TESTIMONY
One of those who received a New Testament 
was 51-year-old Adriana das Mercedes.  

Q: How did you come to receive the New 
Testament? 
“One night in December 2021, I was already 
in bed when a group of people from the 
church came to visit us. They were giving a 

F R O M  F R O N T  P A G E

New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs 
to each resident of my community. I did not 
have the strength to go to the place where 
the Bible distribution was happening, so I 
just sat there on the chair. Someone from 
the group came up to me and gave me the 
book. It came at a difficult moment in my life 
because I am recovering from COVID-19. 
I was intubated for 18 days and suffered a 
stroke, which left me with health challenges.”

Q: “What was it like to receive the New 
Testament? 
“Receiving the Bible for me was a real gift. I 
see that there is a God who takes care of me, 
even though I am so flawed and sinful.”

Q: What do you feel when you read it? 
“I feel God’s love for me. Before my husband 
leaves for work, I ask him to leave the Bible 
near me, so I can read the Word and begin 
to understand God’s will for me. Now I 
understand the message and the purpose 
of God for my life. I feel free again,” says 
Adriana.

For the past two years, our Bible a Month 
Regular Giving supporters have been 
supporting Bible distribution in Brazil 
providing Bibles to people living in remote 
and isolated communities along the Amazon 
River. 



NIGERIA CELEBRATES 
NEW SCRIPTURE
 

In 2021, Bible distribution in Nigeria 
surpassed even pre-pandemic levels, up 
30 per cent compared to 2019. The country 
accounted for more than a quarter of all 
Bibles distributed across Africa. It puts 
Yoruba, one of Nigeria’s main languages, 
into the top ten languages for Bible provision 
globally. Yoruba is a language spoken 
by fortyseven million people, which has 
between 20 – 26 dialects. In 2021, two of 
those dialects, Okun and Igala, received 
Scripture.   

On 27th February 2021, hundreds of Okun 
language speakers celebrated the arrival of 
the New Testament in their heart language at 
a dedication organised by the Bible Society 
of Nigeria at Ayetoro, in Kogi State. The 
launch, which included singing and dancing, 
brought a big relief to Okun speakers 
who had been waiting for the Okun New 
Testament since 2016.

One young man, Elijah Olorunfemi, was glad 
to receive a copy of the New Testament. “It is 
a great joy for me having this New Testament 
today. We have long waited for it. Reading 
the Bible in other languages was a challenge, 
but with the Okun New Testament, it will be 

easy for us to understand the Word of God,” 
said Elijah.  

Paul Ajisafe, Chairman of the Okun New 
Testament dedication, urged his fellow Okun 
Christians to open and use the Okun New 
Testament for worship and meditation.  

Then, just two weeks after the launch of 
the Okun New Testament, more than two 
hundred Igala Christians gathered to receive 
the Igala Common Language Bible at a 
launch at the Chapel of Resurrection, Kogi 
State University, Anyigba, on 13th March 
2021.

“I am optimistic that the Igala Common 
Language Bible will bring total salvation to 
Igala Land,” said Bishop Dr John Ibenu at the 
dedication ceremony. “I therefore appeal to 
you all not to keep this Bible on your shelves 
but to read it and be guided by its counsel,” 
he said.    

The CEO of the Bible Society of Nigeria, 
Samuel Sanusi, said the Okun New 
Testament translation had been the fastest 
New Testament translation undertaken by 
Bible Society and was completed within a 
record four years and three months. The Igala 
Bible was completed within eleven years.

To view a video of the launch of 
the Igala Common Language 
Bible scan here.

Three Igala women holding Bibles. 
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Bibles for Christian 
Minorities 

In some of the world’s most dangerous 
places to be a Christian, Scripture 
distribution increased in 2021.  

ALBANIA
In Albania, less than a quarter of the 
population is Christian. Until the fall of 
communism in 1990, religion was banned 
in Albania. Therefore, the arrival, in 2021, of 
the first Albania Bible marked a profoundly 
significant moment for Albanian Christians. 
More than 8,000 copies were distributed.

The translators who worked on this first 
Interconfessional Albanian Bible were all 
among the first generation of believers 
who came to faith in the 1990s. Altin Hysi, 
who leads Bible Society’s work in Albania, 
said, “Please join us in praying that this 
Bible would touch thousands of lives 
across the country, bringing reconciliation, 
hope and a new understanding of God’s 
love in a country marked by long years of 
constitutional atheism.”

IRAQ
In Iraq, the Bible Society director says that 
there are three reasons for the surge in 
distribution. Firstly, Pope Francis’ visit in 
March 2021 sparked a huge distribution 
of Scripture. Secondly, Christians are 
returning to cities like Qaraqosh since 
ISIS militants left. Finally, many people are 
seeking Jesus.

“God is performing miracles among people 
and the Church is growing. Last year, there 
were many baptisms in southern Iraq, 
and we know of a lot of home churches. 
Persecution is still bad – but people are 
accepting Jesus as their saviour,” he said.  

“We turn up in refugee camps with 
packages of food and aid, and there will be 
pile of Bibles by the side. We do not hand 
Bibles out, but people always take them. 
They take all the Bibles we can bring. More 
Bibles are needed, the demand is huge all 
over Iraq,” he continued.

Below: Smiling members of the Bible 
Society team unloading boxes of the 

Albanian Bibles in Tirana, Albania’s 
capital city, which had been delayed by 
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
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Bottom image: Holistic distribution 
among Christian children in Iraq. 
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UZBEKISTAN
In Uzbekistan, Scripture distribution rose 
from 6,000 items pre-pandemic to more 
than 16,500 items in 2021. According 
to official statistics there are fewer 
than 350,000 Christians in this Muslim-
majority country. Bible Society is the only 
organisation legally entitled to sell and 
distribute Scriptures.

“There is a great hunger for the Bible in 
Uzbekistan,” comments Bible Society 
Executive Director Alexander Kim. “With 
increased funding we could potentially 
distribute many more Scriptures across the 
country,” he adds.  
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HERE’S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED
Please prayerfully consider making a gift to 
help distribute children’s Christmas booklets 
entitled, “The Impossible Promise” to children 
in New Zealand.

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’”  — Matthew 4:4 (NIV)

THE LAST WORD

Bible Society has learned of the passing of 
the following friends. Gifts towards the work 
of Bible Society's mission have been made in 
their memory. Their work of love goes on. 

Valerie Sale 
Paticia M Cane 
Mercy Eliatamby 
Maria L Chua   
Mary E Hyde 
Keith B Stoney 
Valerie C Johnston 
Anya Phillips 
Miriam C Hall

IN MEMORIAM 

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 
range of formats including video) and share 
and advocate for our work that you support, 
online, in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

LAOS
In Laos, where there are only around 
200,000 Christians among the Buddhist-
majority population, Scripture distribution 
was also back up to 2019 levels. In 2021, 
over 34,000 Scripture items, including 
13,000 Bibles, were distributed across the 
country. That’s more than four times the 
amount distributed in 2020.

“Many believers who are poor have been 
able to access the Word of God and grow 
in their knowledge of God, even during the 
huge disruption caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic,” comments Laos Bible Society 
Executive Director Pairanya Sahassawas.

Below: A pastor from the Baptist church 
in Bukhara, Uzbekistan holding a Bible.     
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Left page, top: A mother and baby with a 
children’s Scripture book they received. 
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