
SIGN OF LOVE 
REACHES MONGOLIA’S 
DEAF CHRISTIANS

In Mongolia, a sparsely populated country 

bordered by Russia and China, there is 

a deaf community of between 10,000 – 

12,000 people. For the one percent of deaf 

people who practice Christianity, attending 

church can be a lonely and isolated 

experience. 

For many deaf people, the Bible is simply 

out of reach. Limited access to education, 

which means that only one per cent of 

deaf people can read and write Mongolian, 

makes learning a spoken language well 

enough to read Scripture exceedingly 

difficult.      

However, deaf people are taking hold of 

the reins. There is now a church for deaf 

people in Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar, 

called Hope Church. The church is led by 

a deaf pastor, who preaches in Mongolian 

Sign Language, and the congregation sing 

and worship together in Sign language.

Members of this church are leading the 

way, too, when it comes to translating the 

Word of God into their heart language: 

Mongolian Sign Language. In 2019, a 

translation team completed the Book 

of James, and they are now working on 

Matthew, chapters 1 – 21; 1 and 2 Peter; and 

1, 2 and 3 John. They are calling this project 

the “Sign of Love Sign Language Bible 

project”. They are also taking the new Sign 

language Scripture to other deaf Christians 

in remote parts of the country. 

It is typical of the energy and enthusiasm 

that is being shown by the Mongolian 

Church, which although young is already 

sending missionaries to remote parts of 

Mongolia. The Church in Mongolia has 

grown from as few as four Christians when 

communism ended in 1990 to around 

60,000 today with 650 churches scattered 

throughout the country.

In 2019, a Sign language translation team 

from Hope Church made an eleven-hour 

train journey to a remote village in Bulgan 

Province, in northern Mongolia. They 

arrived with the recently completed Book 

of James in video format on their phones to 

share with deaf Christian friends there. One 

of the members of the team was Javzaa, 

a woman who has born deaf. Javzaa is 

passionate about bringing the Bible to 

other deaf Christians.  
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Shirininkov, a deaf Christian, watches a clip of the Mongolian Sign Language Bible 
for the first time. His uncle, who is also deaf but is not yet a believer, follows along 
with a magnifying glass.  PHOTO CREDIT: © AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY



Dear Friends of Bible mission,

Welcome to the Summer issue of The Word at Work. 

As we look back on what was a challenging 2022, 

we continue to be very grateful for your partnership 

in Bible mission. Your ongoing support is invaluable, 

and you make it possible for us to continue to help 

make the Bible accessible to everyone and encourage 

interaction with it.

We begin this year to look at how an ethnic minority 

in Vietnam, deaf Christians in Mongolia, and blind 

Christians in Guatemala are all benefitting from 

having the Bible in their heart language in a format 

that is most suitable for them. These projects are 

indicative of the wide range of projects that are being 

undertaken by Bible Societies throughout the United 

Bible Societies (UBS) fellowship. In 2023, we will 

be supporting 43 international projects along with 

projects here in New Zealand. These projects include 

Bible translation, distribution, trauma healing, and 

children and youth.

Here in New Zealand, our theme this year is: “The 

Bible is Life.” At Easter, we will be offering a series 

of reflections entitled, “All about Life.” And we are 

providing a 52-week Bible reading programme which 

everyone can engage with. 

Last year, we purchased a building in Wiri, Auckland 

to enable us to consolidate our operations. We plan 

to refurbish this building to create a safe, positive 

working environment for all our team members. The 

cost of this refurbishment will be around $1.1 million 

so if you feel led to also support us in this endeavour 

and would like to make a major gift to help this 

refurbishment, please go to our website:  

www.biblesociety.org.nz/refurb/

Thank you once again for everything you do to 

support the mission and God bless you! We look 

forward with excitement to what God will achieve 

through Bible Mission this year.

 

 

Neels Janse van Rensburg 

CEO

Lily proudly holding the 
Tay New Testament. 
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first time. One of them, Shirininkov, nodded 

along as he watched God’s Word unfold 

before his eyes.

“With the Sign Language Bible, I can 

understand God’s Word, and when I learn 

God’s Word, then I can grow in my faith,” 

signs Shirininkov. He cannot wait for the day 

when he can simply tap his phone and watch 

God’s Word anywhere, even in his remote 

country ger.

To watch a video on the Sign 

of Love Sign Language Bible 

project click on this QR code. 

“This Sign Bible is so very, very important 

to me and to all deaf people. Because 

through this Sign Bible, it will minister 

to us. There are many souls in need. The 

one help that they need most is the Word 

of God in Sign language. We want deaf 

people to be saved. We want them to 

be able to know God’s Word. This is my 

deepest desire,” said Javzaa. 

In the village, Javzaa sat on a bench in her 

friend’s ger (semi-permanent tent), with the 

sunlight peeking through the ceiling flaps, 

and her friends crowding around her. All eyes 

were glued to her screen as they watched the 

new Sign language Scripture video for the 

BIBLE FOR 
VIETNAM’S TAY 
CHRISTIANS

Vietnam is a country of 103.8 million people 

with 13.5 million people belonging to one 

of the country’s 54 ethnic minority groups. 

These groups are often marginalised, 

persecuted and at the bottom of the rung 

economically. Yet, it is often among these 

marginalised groups that Christianity is 

taking off. A vital tool in this process is that of 

translating the Bible into ethnic languages.

The Tay, who number around 1.8 million, are 

Vietnam’s largest minority group after the 

Kinh (Vietnamese). The Tay make up two per 

cent of the population. They are thought to 

have emigrated from southwestern China to 

mainland Southeast Asia in the 11th and 12th 

centuries. At the end of the 1700s, they united 

with native groups of Thai-speaking peoples, 

who were known as the Tho. These days, 

“Tho” is considered to be a derogatory term 

F R O M  F R O N T  P A G E

and they prefer to be known as “Tay”.

Today, the Tay live in northern Vietnam or in 

the Central Highlands, along the valleys and 

lower slopes of the mountains, cultivating 

rice, maize, and sweet potato. The majority 

practice ancestor worship and animism with 

only one per cent, or 18,000, identifying as 

Christian. 

“Only when I was on the verge of perishing, 

did I turn to God. Tay people are also prone 

to many social ills such as drugs, alcohol, and 

gambling. The Tay need to know more about 

the Word of God and experience the truth of 

God for themselves,” one Tay Christian said.

In recent years, some Tay have moved to the 

big cities, such as Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh, 

or overseas to countries such as Malaysia 

to work. It is often in these situations that 

they encounter Christianity for the first time. 

“My relative came back home after working 

abroad and came to visit me. He talked 

about God and invited me to come and join a 

worship service on Sundays,” said Hoa, a new 

Christian.

One Tay woman whose life has been 

changed by receiving the Word of God is 

Lily*. Lily had been working as a prostitute at 

a motel. Then, an evangelist gave her a Tay 



New Testament (the Tay people received the 

New Testament in 2017) explaining to her 

that if she wanted to change her life, there 

was a way: to believe in God and to learn to 

obey his Word. Now, Lily has left her old life 

behind and has given her life to God.  

On 29th November 2022, the Tay people 

received the full Tay Bible in their heart 

language. The translation project took less 

than ten years to complete, a relatively short 

period of time for this type of work. However, 

the project did have to navigate linguistic 

challenges, including regional variations 

in the language, and the fact that different 

generations speak different versions of the 

language. 

To assist them in these challenges, the 

translation team was helped by a renowned 

Tay linguist, Professor Dr Hoang Van Ma, who 

devoted his time to improving the meaning 

and the naturalness of the language. It 

is hoped that this new Bible will not only 

encourage greater Bible Engagement for 

existing Tay Christians, but that it will draw 

more Tay people into the Christian fold.

NEW TESTAMENT FOR 

KOREAN YOUTH
 

Ever since he was little, Hyunjoon, 12, a 

boy from South Korea, has been reading 

and memorising the Bible. He has been 

encouraged in this by his father who is a 

pastor. But sometimes Hyunjoon struggled to 

understand the unfamiliar expressions and 

difficult words he came across.

Hyunjoon has been reading from a 

translation which is used by most Korean 

churches – the New Korean Revised Version, 

which is a 1998 revision of a translation first 

published in 1911. But in 2021 the Korean 

Bible Society published a new translation of 

the New Testament and Psalms, specifically 

aimed at young South Koreans.

“The language and reading habits of our 

youth are undergoing rapid and massive 

changes, prompted by digital media,” explains 

Korean Bible Society General Secretary, 

Rev. Dr Jae Min Ho. “Hopefully this new 

translation will be widely read by many young 

people who are not used to reading the 

established Bible versions that are available 

in South Korea,” he said.

*Name changed

Tay Christians eagerly examine the first copies of the full Tay Bible. 
PHOTO CREDIT: © VIETNAM BIBLE SOCIETY



While Hyunjoon still reads the New Korean 

Revised Version Bible in church, at home 

he uses the New Korean Translation of 

the New Testament and Psalms. During 

the COVID-19 pandemic, when he and his 

family attended online worship services, he 

would have both translations open so that 

he could understand the Bible teaching 

more clearly.

Hyunjoon has even started sharing his 

new translation with his best friend, 

Minjoon. Minjoon is a Buddhist, but he 

was genuinely interested when Hyunjoon 

started reading the new translation to him. 

Minjoon’s mother had always thought 

that the Bible was boring and difficult to 

understand.

But she, too, has begun reading the new 

translation and now she has changed her 

mind.      

A South Korean boy with a copy of 
the New Testament and Psalms. 
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HOPE FOR BLIND 

CHRISTIANS IN 

GUATEMALA
 

Located in Central America, Guatemala 

is a country with a population of 17.7 

million, around 94,000 of whom suffer 

from a visually disability. Poverty both 

accounts for and impacts the lives of 

visually impaired people, and they have 

few choices available to them. They may be 

reduced to begging on the streets or they 

have to be supported by their families.   

The Bible Society of Guatemala is reaching 

out to visually impaired people helping 

them to engage with the Bible. Prior to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, it ran Bible study 

groups where visually disabled people met 

together in small Bible reading groups, 

which brought much comfort and hope to 

the participants. 

One who has benefitted from the Bible 

reading group is Abisai. He lives with 

his wife and daughter, who also have 

visual disabilities. Abisai went blind at the 

age of twelve due to glaucoma. Surgery 

performed by doctors at the time was 

unsuccessful. But despite his visual 

impairment Abisai is a positive person. He 

attends church, and he grows vegetables 

to sell to help to support his family. 

Abisai has been a part of the Bible reading 

club since its inception. He volunteers 

for Bible Society, following up with his 

blind companions, calling them weekly to 

encourage them to read the Bible. “Being 

a part of the Guatemalan Bible Society has 

motivated me to get closer to God every 

day and to help more people who have my 

condition,” says Abisai.   

During the COVID-19 pandemic the 



0800 424 253  •  www.biblesociety.org.nz 

bibles@biblesociety.org.nz  •  January 2023  

Charities registration number: CC22121 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN  
GET INVOLVED

Please prayerfully consider making a gift to 

help bring Bibles to children and youth in 

El Salvador, the Palestinian Territories, and 

Guatemala.

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 

message, and the message is heard through 

the word about Christ. — Romans 10:17 (NIV)

THE LAST WORD

Bible Society has learned of the passing of 

the following friends. Gifts towards the work 

of Bible Society's mission have been made in 

their memory. Their work of love goes on. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Join those who follow us (and view a broader 

range of formats including video) and share 

and advocate for our work that you support, 

online, in real time as it happens. 

WEBSITE 
www.biblesociety.org.nz

YOUTUBE

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Bible study groups were no longer 

allowed to meet. However, participants 

continued to meet via either Zoom calls or 

teleconferencing. This included 12-year-

old Esteban. He is an only child who was 

born visually impaired. His first contact 

with Bible Society was at the age of seven 

when he received his first Braille Scripture 

portion. Using this material, he learned to 

read.

“I proposed to finish reading all my Bible 

books, but I wanted to finish Psalms in 

my July vacation. I spent day and night 

reading the book. My mom scolded me 

because it was already bedtime. I would 

lie in bed reading and fall asleep late. I 

am delighted with my Braille books and 

am already waiting for the next ones. 

Thank you very much for giving us the 

Bible books. They make me very happy. 

Thank you!” says Esteban.

Thank you to our appeal donors who 

supported this project through our Braille 

and audio appeal in 2022. In so doing, you 

are enabling visually impaired Christians 

like Abisai and Esteban in Guatemala to 

engage with the Word of God bringing 

them the comfort, hope and peace of the 

Bible.

A visually disabled Guatemalan man 
reading Braille Scriptures. 
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